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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, Sept. 17 — Covered Dish Dinner
(6 PM), Meeting and Program (7 PM). Please
bring a dish or dessert to share, your own
plate, silverware, & napkin) followed by
monthly meeting at TOG Community Center,
25 Wilton Road, Greenfield Center, NY 12833.
Program: Vischer Ferry — A Forgotten
Crossroads Film Screening, by Dave Waite

Tuesday, Oct. 15 — Program: Cultivating
Corinth — A Local Agricultural History.
Photos of farming practices in the Corinth
area over the past 100+ years by Rachel
Clothier, Corinth Historian

Tuesday, Nov. 19 — Program: Greenfield Oral
Histories 1984

veryone is welcom mission is free, an
Eve e is welcome, admiss s free, and
you don’t have to be a member to attend.

LIFETIME MEMBERS

Vincent Welch and family would like
to “Renew their Life Membership.”
Vince requests that a challenge be
issued to other lifer’s to do the same.
Renew your life membership today.

Our membership year begins June 1 and
ends May 31, dues are paid annually. ($10 per
household or $100 for Lifetime Membership)

Joan’s Jabbering — September 2024
by Joan E Rowland, President

Well, the weather has been odd. A Post Tropical
Cyclone — Debby almost wiped out our Caboose Day
event. Mr. Weatherman said that Debby was stalled
in North Carolina but would be heading north and we
would get high winds and 4 inches of rain on Saturday.
By Friday, we were having tons of wind and rain but by
Saturday, the sun was up before me. It was a beautiful
day. Friday night, people started booking the train ride
from Corinth to the event and the Greenfield Flyer, the
45 minute train ride from the train loading area South.
The Trolley we hired, brought passengers’ safely from
the train to the park and back.

Over 250 attended, we had 10 vendors, lots of small
children visiting the caboose. 100 Stewart’s Ice Cream
Cards were given out in the train stations, when they
went in to visit. We sold T-shirts, baked items (donated
by members), 50/50 tickets, and food at the Café.

Thank you to Louise Okoniewski for chairing the
Caboose Day event for the 14th year. Thanks to Robert
Roeckle for his donations for both summer events and
running the cafés. To Heidi Lampert for coordinating
the donation of a flat top grill and helping grill for both
events. We had a committee made up of Mike Gyarmathe
and team to deliver the grills, put up and take down the
tents. This was a great help for all those working all day
and too pooped at the end of the day. To the Fire Police (8
to 10 volunteers) who helped move cars and people safely
at both events. To Tom Clute and team for organizing the
Car Show and insisting we move to a bigger location. This
allowed us to add more cars (72 this year vs. 63 last year)
We now have tons of room in the fields for more cars in
Middle Grove Park. We presented 15 People’s Choice
Awards to the car owners and a special award in memory
of Ron Feulner which was selected by his daughter Kelly
Woods. All awards were sponsored by local businesses

Continued on page 2
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR HISTORIAN

Duane Cornell

As the summer comes to a close and we ready
ourselves for what is to come in the months ahead, I hope
you all have made some memories along the way. The time
we spend with family and friends enjoying the sun at the
lake, hikes at the campground, tending our gardens or just
sitting around a campfire is what creates our own histories.
We capture these events in a picture, a video or maybe
even a letter and archive them away on a shelf or memory
stick to reminisce and share later.

Historians use these words and images to look back on
the past much like a time machine. It gives us a first hand
account of an event or a person’s life. While most people
think of history as an account of something or someone of
notable importance, it is usually just a look back on a day
in the life of those who were there at the time. It certainly
can be a once in lifetime event or some big disaster but
usually it is just everyday life captured. As a side note, if
you identify people and date a photo it becomes easier to
fit them into the puzzle when someone is doing research or
genealogy. One could say that history is our story.

I am getting settled into the historian’s position. I
cannot thank my volunteers Joan Rowland, Janet Jones and
Kathy Ryfa enough for all they have done to make me feel
welcome and show me the ropes. There are so many files,
books and albums in the archives to navigate and their
guidance is priceless. If anyone would like to come spend
some time with us on Wednesdays, we are always looking
for volunteers.

If you have a place or person of interest you would
like an article about or would like to share something
yourself, please let me know. I’m available from 9 am
to 2 PM on Wednesdays at 518-893-7432, ext. 315,
dcornell@greenfieldny.org. Or better yet, just stop by.

I’'m usually at the Historical Society meetings as well.

¥

Photograph of the First Universalist Church (later called the
Community Hall) on Porter Road in Porter Corners erected in
1816. The society was recognized and incorporated in 1819.

J oan’s J abberings Continued from page 1

and friends of the society. (See list in this newsletter.)
With Tom’s personal publicity, we could have over 100
cars next year. Note, we only had a couple people come to
Caboose Day expecting to enter their car or spectate.

A Big Thank You to all 4 Musical Groups for our
annual Music in the Park (now called Car Show and Live
Music in the Park). Elizabeth Conant opened for us again
this year followed by Bonnie Greco, Out of Reach and
New American Cuisine. Thank you to Patti Veitch for
chairing the Live Music part of this event for the 4th year.
We lost count of how many were in attendance but was
well over 400.

Please see the list of Trolley Sponsors in this
newsletter. They are greatly appreciated to help defer
the cost of the Trolley.

Thanks to our board members and members, we
have had the museum open every Friday in July and
August. Attendance has been low this year. Hope to
figure out why and get more people to visit our local
history museum. Thanks to Robert for managing the
open hours all 8 weeks.

I hope I have not missed anyone — if I did, I am sorry.
A lot has gone on this summer. We love your support of
the fund raisers. We need the money to continue paying
our bills and “Keeping Greenfield’s History Alive for our
Future Generation.”

September 17, 2024 will be our first meeting of the
new year. Cover dish is at 6 PM. Bring a food item to share
or dessert, and your place setting. At 7 PM will be the
business meeting followed by the program “Visher Ferry —
A Forgotten Crossroads” film screening presented by
Dave Waite.

John Greenwood has the programs booked for the rest
of 2024 but we still need someone to be our Program
Chairperson. What do they do? Book the program, write
up the description (or pass along the write-up from the
presenter). Coordinate with them the equipment they may
need, quick reminder that they are scheduled for that date,
time. And the hard part — if we have to cancel, reschedule
the talk. Who wants to do this? Please let me know —
we need someone. We even have 3 more offers from
presenters. Would make an easy start to a fun job.

Patrick Joseph Finnegan
November 23, 1947 —

August 25, 2024 (age 77)

Patrick Joseph Finnegan,
age 77, passed away on
Sunday, August 25, 2024 at
Saratoga Hospital. He was
born on November 23, 1947
in Brooklyn, NY, the son of
Walter Finnegan and Miriam
McCormack.

At the request of the family
there will be no calling hours
or service at this time.
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TOGHS County Fair Display
Greenfield General Store
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Program for September 17,2024

“Vischer Ferry, a Forgotten Crossroads”
Created by Saratoga County History Center members,
Jim Richmond and Dave Waite

The movie traces this unique community from its
settlement to the present, using interviews with local
residents. Vischer Ferry is in the southern section of the
Town of Clifton Park, a historic hamlet that grew alongside
the Erie Canal and remains vibrant to this day.

Adam Brown
Our Youngest Lifetime Member

, " We would like to congratulate
; ‘i | Adam Brown, our youngest
.| Lifetime Member, for graduating
@ " from Saratoga Springs High
School in June. He was selected
to be a Student Speaker at the
, commencement (something
reserved for Valedictorian, but
. the school no longer places a
i} ranking on their student body).
Adam also received the Yaddo
Medal. This medal is awarded
to one female and one male
from the graduation class who
have excelled in scholarship and
school citizenship. Katrina Trask
began this tradition of presenting
the Yaddo Medal, crafted by
Tiffany & Company in 1912.
Adam will be continuing his
education at Harvard this Fall.

Summer Fund Raiser Report

Our 2 major summer fund raisers did very well. The
Car Show & Live Music in the Park, in July, made a profit of

$1,740.24. Caboose Day, in August, made a profit of $940.52.

That’s a combined profit of $2,680.76. Last year, 2023, the
combined profit was $39.60 less than this year. Thank You
to everyone who helped make these fund raisers a success.
Respectively Submitted,
JoAnn I Rowland, Treas.

BOOKS FOR SALE

K
&

We have three books for sale: Saratoga County Stories
($18), More Saratoga County Stories ($20), and Follow My
Moccasin’s Tracks by Ira Gray ($15.95). Pick your copy up
at the next meeting or order from the Town of Greenfield
Historical Society, PO Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY
12833, with an additional $3.50 postage and handling.

Potter Family Picture Cookbook
Supplied by Robert Roeckle
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“Harnessing Nature:
Building the Great Sacandaga”

This DVD is an 80-minute .
documentary telling the story of how ;hl; | lﬂ]@m
the people of the Sacandaga Valley -~ -
had to sacrifice their homes, their Jﬂﬁllu_lj e b sl atait 40
farms and their livelihoods for the —
greater good. It is a story of heart-
break, rebirth and a remarkable
engineering project in its own
right. This is the story of how the
Great Sacandaga Lake, the largest
man-made body of water in New
York state, was made. DVDs are
available for $20 at the Greenfield
Town Hall, or by contacting the
Historical Society at P.O. Box 502,
Greenfield Center, NY 12833.
(Please add $3 if you want one mailed.)
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Crystal Clothier

. 1973 Hodaka/Dirt Squirt Motorcycle,

Gregg Gendron

. 1963 Chevy C10, Gregg Gendron

. 1981 Chevy Van G10, Superdave Renda

. 1927 Ford Roadster, Dave & Laura Mattison
. 1971 Pontiac Lemans Conv., Bill Marzano
. 1965 Pontiac GTO, Wally & Barb Pratt

. 2002 Nissan Sentra Spec-V, Rich Wieseo

. 2010 Ford Crown Victoria, Ryan Veitch

. 1971 Mercury Cougar, Michael Madej

. 2012 Dodge Ram 1500, Charles A. Stewart
. 1974 Chevy Luv, Catee VanDerwerker

. 1954 Desoto, Bill Brown

. 1973 Dodge Dart Swinger, Ernie Jansson

2024 Car Show Participants

. 1950 GMC Pickup, Tom Clute 0
. 1994 Corvette, Louise Okoniewski & John Biss 32. 1968 Dodge Charger R/T,Jim & Jen Ferrara
. 1968 /2 GT Mustang Fastback, Joe DiSarno
. 1950 Dodge B2B, Donald Giglio

. 1972 Dodge Charger SE, Don Baker

. 1978 Lincoln Town Car, Jerry Wawrzyniak

. 1960 Ford Starliner, Wayne Pearce

. 1965 Ford Falcon Futura, Mike De Paul

. 1984 Nissan 300ZX Turbo AE, Denise De Paul
. 1965 Oldsmobile F85 Cutlass, Stan Zeh

. 1932 Ford, Rich Bradley

. 1966 Ford Mustang, John M. Potter

. 2014 Cadillac CTSU, David Wooding

. 1955 Chevy Bel Air, Ernie & Sue Wilder

. 1966 Chevy C10, Gary Gendron

. 1972 Pontiac Ventura II, Thomas Clute Jr.

. 1928 Pontiac Trans Am, Fred &

Car Show & Music in the Park - July 13, 2024

31. 1956 Chevy 3100, Donald & Carol Lang

33. 1947 GMC Pickup, Jim Weed

RON FEULNER MEMORIAL AWARD TROPHY:
34. 1925 Ford Model T, Dave Seymour
35. 1985 Ford Mustang, Matt Sargen

36. 1993 Ford Mustang, Matt Sargen

Peoples Choice — Top 15 are in bold

60. 1972 Ford Pickup, Wayne Youngs

61. 1961 Ford F-100, Anthony Delzotto

62. 1931 Dodge Pickup Rat Rod, Randy Ramsey
63. 1967 Pontiac GTO, Nick Palmateer

64. 1970 Chevy Camaro, Sheldon Stanton

65. 1970 Buick Skylark, John Ponessa

66. 1966 Chevy Corvette, Sam Curcio

67. 1971 Dodge Challenger, Jon Davis

37. 1958 Chevy Bel Air, 4 dr. James Gaba 68. 2023 Chevy Camaro, Jon Davis
38. 1965 Pontiac GTO, Bill Austin 69. 1970 Ovel GT. Rick Bish
39. 2003 Dodge Ram 2500, Shannon Austin 0. 1968 Food Bronco. Tames & Sharon O’Bri
40. 1964 Ford Fairlane 500, Mike Austin : PG DIONCO, JAMES & Sharon L Brien
. 71. 1933 Dodge, Rick Hoagy
41. 1991 Chevy S-10, Nick Barnes - . .
1% . 72. 1964 Ford 100, Kevin & Claudia Bright

42. 1941 Willy’s Gasser, Matt Diehl Trophy S .’ Adirondack Self St
43. 1931 Ford Deluxe Roadster, Dave White ~ *WPUY SPOTP0MS5 </ FONEEE S = BE8e
44. 1975 Chevy Corvette, Skip Belanger élclé ?Clgé‘ upo L“icc “ég S‘mP. XgaVla 1;1%’
45. 1980 Chevy El Camino, Theresa Miller a.awins tarage » 5. Pita Fuels Inc.,
46. 1929 Ford Model A Pickup, Joe Miller D.M: Wardell Inc.', Equitas Realty, Goodson
47. 1921 Ford Model T, Tom Sadlon Interiors, Green Fields Lawncare, HD
48. 1938 Chevy Canopy Express, Debbie & Concrete, Humpty Dumpty Soft Ice Cream

Steve Richards & Subs, J&K Trucking & Excavating,
49. 1967 Chevy Chevelle SS, Pete Caruso Ryan’s Garage, Town of Greenfield
50. 2012 Chevy Camaro SS, Jesse Tucker Historical Society, Twin Leaf Farms, .
51. 1973 Lincoln Mark 1V, Jack Tucker Tom Clute, John Biss & Louise Okoniewski
52. 1978 Plymouth Volare, Ken Mackie Vendors: Karen Gibbins, Kat’s Kowgirl Krafts,
53. 1958 Chevy Impala Conv., Dave McConnell Maple Valley Farm, Middle Grove United
54. 1970 Chevy Chevelle SS, Jeremy Relyea Methodist Church & Twin Leaf Farms
55. 1985 GMC Square Body, Larry LaFountain =~ Co-Chairs: Louise Okoniewski & Tom Clute
56. 2007 Chevy Durmax 2500 hd, Joshua Galusha  Mysic in the Park
57. 1978 Chevy K20, Julia Smith Elizabeth Conant, Bonnie Greco,
58. 1976 Cadillac Coupe Deville, Dale & Out of Reach, & New American Cuisine

Tammy Sherman Chair: Patti Veitch .
59. 1964 Chevy Impala, Ed Bender 50/50 Raffle won by Joe DiSarno
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CAR SHOW PARTICIPANTS — JULY 1
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14th Caboose Day at Kings Station — August 10, 2024
“Eaih . Ee= ) W - e
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Baked Goods: Katie Finnegan, Kathy Kieffer, Brian Nicol, Louise Okoniewski, Lynda Roeckle,
Patti Veitch, Joan & JoAnn Rowland

Sponsors: Louise Okoniewski (Chairwoman), Hal Raven (SC&H Railway), Robert Roeckle,
Stewart’s Shops (Ice Cream Scoops Coupons for kids), & Town of Greenfield (porta-potties)

Trolley Sponsors: Engineering America Tonya Yasenchak, Louise Okoniewski, JoAnn Rowland,
& “Three Dragons of Thunder Run”

Vendors: Adirondack Live Steamers — John Camerota, Karen Gibbins Crafts, Grant’s Cottage,
Maple Valley Farm — Tim Monica, Operation Adopt A Soldier — Mike Lemet, Twin Leaf Farms,
Saratoga City Schools Transportation — Garry Freedman, Saratoga Corinth Hudson Railway —
Hal Raven, Saratoga Public Library, & Lorey Wilkins Crafts

50/50 Raffle won by Pam Flinton
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Email from Sandy Arnold to Ron Feulner
Dated May 25, 2022

“Ron mentioned he wanted to see what he could learn
about Margaret Sukala who once lived in the railroad
building at Kings, so here’s what Sandy found.”

Margit Anna “Margaret” Reisteter was born in Slovakia
in 1890. She arrived in the United States in 1906 at the age
of sixteen with $12 in her pocket.

In 1911, she married John R. Niznik, a red-haired
steelworker also from Slovakia. They lived in Manhattan
and had two tons, Frank F. born in 1911 and John A. born
in 1913.

On March 24, 1925, Margaret and John purchased a
farm and a 14-room dwelling in the Town of Greenfield
(in the vicinity of today’s Humes Road) known by its
previous owner as “Villa Nova,” and ran it as a boarding
house in the summer months.

John R. Niznik died on February 3, 1927 at the age
of 37, the result of a workplace accident in the tanning
department of the American Hide and Leather Company in
Ballston Spa.

On October 4, 1927, the dwelling at Villa Nova was
destroyed by fire.

By the time of the 1930 Federal Census, Margaret had
remarried Thomas Sukala, a tinsmith and widower with
five children.

On June 18, 1930, three-year old Helen Sukala wandered
away from their home just north of Porter Corners and
drowned in the east branch of the Kaydeross Creek.

At the time of the 1940 Federal Census, Margaret and
Thomas were still living in Porter Corners, along with
Thomas’s sons, Paul and Charles.

By the time of the 1950 Federal Census, Margaret and
Thomas were living alone on the Saratoga-Corinth Road
(Route 9K) “4-1/2 miles from the Town Line on the left,
proceeding north.”

Thomas Sukala died on August 1, 1952 at the age of 65,
while a patient at the Homestead Sanitarium.

At the time of her death on December 5, 1973, Margaret
was a resident of Stonequist Apartments in Saratoga
Springs (constructed in 1970). [Obituary attached]

Frank F. Niznik married Irene Haluska in 1936 and had
sons Donald (Melanie Hartman’s Father) and Gary. John A.
Niznik married Rosalia Sopko in 1938 and had daughters
Carol and Kathleen. John A. was a tail-gunner on a B-25
bomber during WWIL.

Obituary: Mrs. Sukala of Saratoga Dies at 83

SARATOGA SPRINGS — Mrs. Margaret Sukala, 83,
of the Stonequist Apartments died at Saratoga Hospital
yesterday afternoon after a brief illness.

The widow of John Niznik, she was born in
Czechoslovakia and had lived in Greenfield Center for
many years.

She was a retired nurses’ aide.

Survivors include two sons, Frank Niznik or Porter
Corners and John Niznik of Loughberry Mobile Park,
and one sister, Mrs. Anna Jarmiakas of Corinth, survives.

Funeral arrangements under the direction of the Simone
Funeral Home are pending.

“' Rosemary Munter (Lane) — 83,

. Middle Grove, NY, passed on June
~ | 30,2024 from dementia related
% complications. She died peacefully at

her home surrounded by her caring

husband and loving family.
Rosemary was born on Feb. 27,

: ' 1941 in Schenectady. She graduated
from Niskayuna ngh School and attended Katherine Gibbs
Business College in Boston, MA. Rosemary married John
Munter on July 13, 1963. They met at General Electric
in Schenectady, where Rosemary worked as an executive
assistant. Rosemary and John spent 3 years living in the
Burlington, VT area before they settled in Middle Grove,
where they raised their family.

While raising her family, Rosemary managed the
accounting and finances for the family business, Munter
Enterprises. Rosemary also worked as a secretary at St.
Joseph’s Church in Greenfield and served as the organist
at St. Paul’s Church in Rock City Falls. She volunteered
regularly, and held several positions including President of
the Saratoga Hospital Guild and Member of the Board of
Directors at Wesley Nursing Home.

Rosemary’s past times throughout the years included
singing, piano, reading, skiing, bridge, sudoku and gardening.
Rosemary was an avid reader. She spent many an afternoon
entrenched in murder mysteries and historical fiction novels.
Early in her marriage, she and John skied throughout
Vermont with friends. Skiing became a central activity for
the family. The family skied locally and traveled out West
and to Europe several times for vacations. For over 30 years,
Rosemary and John enjoyed summers at their camp on Lake
Champlain where they hosted an annual family reunion for
their nieces and nephews. Rosemary’s fondest memories
were of summer beach vacations with John, her children,
their spouses and the grandchildren in Cape May, NJ.

Rosemary is survived by her husband John, her children
Erika of Montclair, NJ, John Edward (Cindy) of Middle
Grove, and Mike (Lisa) of Middle Grove. Rosemary’s pride
and joy were her six grandchildren: Will Weiss, Gabriel
Munter, Tyler Munter, Nathan Weiss, Anneliese Munter and
Jacob Munter. She is predeceased by her brother, Fred Lane
(Swanee, GA).

Her family and friends will miss Rosemary’s deadpan
sense of humor, which shined especially bright in her final
days, and her legendary organizational skills that ensured
every activity and event ran like clockwork.

John and the family are very grateful to the staff at
Saratoga Hospital, Community Hospice and the home
healthcare professionals whose care and kindness brought
Rosemary comfort in her final days.

A private service for the family was held at Burke
Funeral Home, followed by an informal open house
Celebration of Life at The Saratoga Winery, Saratoga
Springs on Friday, July 5 from 12-4 pm. Memories of
Rosemary were shared with family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be
made to the Franklin Community Center, the Saratoga
Hospital Foundation or The Wesley Community. Online
remembrances may be made at www.burkefuneralhome.com
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL AVAILABLE ONLINE

Become a member of The Town of Greenfield Historical Society and receive our newsletter. Our membership
year begins June 1 and ends May 31, dues are paid annually. Send $10 per household (or $100 for Lifetime
Membership) along with your name and address to the address shown below. If you send more than $10 for
your household, the balance will be considered a donation. You also may join at one of our meetings. Send this
application form and fee to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833.
Make checks payable to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society. YOU CAN PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE AT
OUR WEBSITE! www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com. Email toghistsoc@gmail.com for more information.

Click on “‘Store,” “Membership” then click either “Annual Membership — Household” or ‘“Lifetime Membership.”

Please Print — Please indicate how many persons 10-years-old or older are in your household). O New (O Renewal
Name O I am interested in volunteering.
Address
Email Phone number

Areas of interest to you

To sponsor a newsletter send $50 along with your name and address and the wording describing whom you would like it dedicated to.

If you know someone whom you think might want to become a member, send us their name and address, and we will send them a
copy of our newsletter along with information on how they can join.

Name
Address

If you’d like to dedicate and/or sponsor a newsletter, send $50 to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502,
Greenfield Center, NY 12833, include your name, address and the wording describing who you would like it dedicated to
and/or sponsored by. Please send articles and/or photos to: JJones18215@roadrunner.com.

The Town of Greenfield

)\ Historical Society

] P.O.Box 502

Greenfield Center, NY 12833




