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STORY TELLING EVENT
Saturday, June 12, 2021 at Middle Grove Town Park Pavilion

Co-chaired by Mary Vetter and Joan Rowland

Vice President: Joan Rowland, Trustee: Mike Gymarthy, 
Secretary: Patti Veitch, Trustee: Patty Schwartzbeck, 
Treasurer: JoAnn Rowland, President: Mary Vetter,  

and Trustee: Robert Roeckle

JoAnn Rowland talking about her dad, Myron Rowland

Mary Vetter talking about her dad, BillPatty Schwartzbeck talking about her dad, Andy Mousin

Martha Fitzer (friend of Mary Vetter), Patty Schwartzbeck, 
Patti Veitch, and Mary Vetter

Joan Rowland talking about her dad, Myron Rowland

Photos supplied by Joan Rowland and Janet Jones

Marion Gymarthy and  
Beth Ballester

Janet Jones talking about 
her dad, Earl Jones

Robert Roeckle (griller), Trustee: Louise Okoniewski,  
and Mike Gymarthy (French fry maker)
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MUSIC IN THE PARK
Saturday, July 10, 2021 at Middle Grove Town Park Pavilion

Chaired by Patti Veitch

Larry Rutland donated a 
glass blown Fish in a display 
case for a raffle this year at 

the Farmers Market.

Tickets are 1 for $1.00 or 
8 for $5.00. Stop at the 

Greenfield Farmers Market 
any Friday from 4-7 p.m.  

at the Middle Grove  
United Methodist Church 

Parking Lot to get a chance.

We will also be selling tickets 
at the Sept. 21 meeting.

Middle Grove Church Group –  
Lisa Biss, Chuck Veeder, Bryce North, and Larry Couville

Cooks: Kelly and Bill Duket, and Sue Veeder, 
Middle Grove United Methodist Church

The Remnants – Lisa Biss and Steve Paige Bonnie Greco

Happenstance – Rob Przedwiecki, Jessica Erisci, and Ben Early

Photos supplied by Joan Rowland

Elizabeth Conant

New American Cuisine – Bryce North,  
Henry McCabe, and Jordon Gyatmathy

JoAnn Rowland presents $32.50 to the 
50/50 raffle winner, Chuck Veeder.

Marcotte Mountain Music – Bob Marcotte (playing fiddle)
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ROY L. ROGNER, age 89, 
passed away on Saturday, July 
17, 2021 at Wesley Health Care 
Center. He was born on October 
2, 1931 in New York, NY, the 
son of the late Leon Rogner and 
Frieda Kaiser Rogner. 
    Roy was a graduate of 
Saratoga Springs High School, 
class of 1949. Roy worked 
at General Electric, in the 
Apprentice Program. He proudly 

served his country in the Air National Guard, Jet Fighter 
Division. After his father passed away, he took care of 
the family farm. While continuing to farm, he became a 
mechanic, and eventually the parts manager at Pettit’s Farm 
Machinery in Ballston Spa. Roy was also a parts manager 
for KC Canary in Clifton Park for many years. He enjoyed 
gardening, reading, and traveling. He is a member and past 
President of the Greenfield Center Seniors. His greatest joy 
was polka, square and line dancing, he had a great sense 
of humor and there was never a dull moment with him. He 
will be remembered for his humble spirit and unconditional 
love for his family. 
	 Roy is survived by his beloved wife of 65 years, Alice 
(Struneski) Rogner; sons, Jeff Rogner (Karen), Stephen 
Rogner; sister; Elizabeth Older (William); grandchildren, 
Jaimie Rogner, Gregory Rogner; many nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends who will miss him dearly. 
	 A funeral service will be held at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
July 26, 2021 at Compassionate Funeral Care, 402 Maple 
Ave. (Route 9 and/or Marion Ave.), Saratoga Springs, 
NY with Deacon John Barone officiating. Family and 
friends may call from 11 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. prior to the 
service at the funeral home. A Graveside service will be 
held at North Milton Cemetery, Milton, NY following the 
service at the funeral home. In lieu of flowers donations 
in memory of Roy can be made to Community Hospice, 
179 Lawrence Street, Saratoga Springs, NY or a charity 
of your choice. For online condolences, please visit www.
compassionatefuneralcare.com or www.lastingmemories.
com/roy-l-rogner

BRUCE HISCOCK, 80, award-winning children’s book 
author and illustrator, died on July 11, 2021, in the house 
he built by hand using the rocks and trees on his property in 
Porter Corners, New York, what he called “the edge of the 
wild.” Bruce was well known both for his books and for his 
programs in schools and libraries, teaching children about 
the natural world and how to draw it. Local schoolchildren 
visited his studio and the woods around his home to see the 
real “big rock” - the subject of one of his books. His murals 
greet people as they enter the Children’s Floor of the Saratoga 
Springs Public Library.
	 Bruce grew up in Ann Arbor, Michigan, save for the nearly 
two years he spent with his family on Shemya, a remote 
Alaskan Island. Throughout his childhood, Bruce spent time 
outside, where he honed his observation skills, knowledge 
of animals and plants, and his love of nature and science – 
especially snowstorms. This all fed his later work as a nature 
writer and illustrator.
	 Bruce attended the University of Michigan and then Cornell 
University where he earned a Ph.D. in chemistry. He used his 
scientific training as a researcher, a professor at Utica College 
and in Saratoga Springs, New York where he ran a drug-
testing lab for racehorses for nine years. A self-taught artist, he 
left the chemistry field and turned full-time to his real passion 
of writing and illustrating science-based picture books. 
	 Since 1986 he wrote and published nine books and 
illustrated another four. Most of them are non-fiction and 
research based. His “Big” books; The Big Rock, The Big Tree, 
The Big Storm and The Big Rivers were designed to inform 
children and their adults about the natural world while also 
providing an historical perspective. During his writing career 
Bruce traveled extensively, often to do research. On one trip to 
northeastern Alaska, he found himself hiking in the middle of 
a huge caribou herd which resulted in The Big Caribou Herd: 
Life in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
	 Bruce’s books were named Outstanding Science Trade 
Books by the Children’s Book Council. The Big Storm won 
the 1993 John Burroughs Award for best children’s book 
featuring natural history. Ookpik: The Travels of a Snowy 
Owl, was a finalist for the Charlotte Award of New York State 
and Coyote and Badger: Desert Hunters of the Southwest was 
a winner in the Children’s Category of the National Outdoor 
Book Awards.
	 Also, a self-taught musician, Bruce often sang and played 
his guitar with friends, as well as in various venues, such 
as nursing homes, and spontaneously whenever he was 
inspired by the acoustics. Every year, as Head Elf, he hosted 
a Christmas party, which included lighting candles on an 
outdoor evergreen and singing carols. 
	 Bruce is survived by his wife Helen Dickerson, sister Sue 
(Bill) Rohrer, two children Julia (Mark) Morrissey and Fred 
(Nancy) Hiscock, three grandchildren Max, Finn and Tempest 
Morrissey, nephews Will (Kim) Rohrer and Tom (Megan) 
Rohrer, and many cousins. 
	 In Bruce’s final letter to friends and family, he wrote: “I 
want my remains to be scattered to the winds, so I am more 
a part of everything on this beautiful planet. Perhaps you will 
think of me when the seasons change, and how I loved the 
first snowfall, the delicate spring woodland flowers, the small 
leaves on the trees, that will fill the woods, and the color they 
will display when the frost comes.”
	 Donations can be made in his name to Community Hospice, 
or please donate to a local children’s library in memory of him.

WE NEED YOUR HELP
	 Our IOOF/Chatfield Museum will be open Sept. 25- 
26, 2021, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., to participate in the 
Brookside Small Museums Open House. The Saratoga 
County History Center at Brookside in Ballston Spa 
has proposed that all small museums in the county be 
open at the same time so people can travel to all the 
museums within one weekend. (Times have not been 
announced by the center as of yet.)
	 To make it a fun event, each museum will  
have a unique item to find as part of the “digital 
scavenger hunt.”
	 Flyers will be posted on our website, Facebook 
page, and at the Farmers Market table when more 
details are available. If you are interested in helping 
at the museum those days, please drop Joan an email 
at jrowland25@verizon.net.
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The Town of Greenfield  
Historical Society
P.O. Box 502
Greenfield Center, NY 12833

If you’d like to dedicate and/or sponsor a newsletter, send $50 to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society,  
P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833, include your name, address and the wording describing who you would 

like it dedicated to and/or sponsored by. Please send articles and/or photos to: JJones18215@roadrunner.com.

Membership Application/Renewal AVAILABLE ONLINE
Become a member of The Town of Greenfield Historical Society and receive our newsletter. Our membership 
year begins June 1 and ends May 31, dues are paid annually. Send $10 per household (or $100 for Lifetime 
Membership) along with your name and address to the address shown below. If you send more than $10 for 
your household, the balance will be considered a donation. You also may join at one of our meetings. Send this 
application form and fee to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833. 
Make checks payable to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society. YOU CAN PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE AT 
OUR WEBSITE! www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com. Email toghistsoc@gmail.com for more information.

Click on “Store,” “Membership” then click either “Annual Membership – Household” or “Lifetime Membership.”

Please Print – Please indicate how many persons 10-years-old or older are in your household). _____________  r New  r Renewal
	 Name_ ________________________________________________________________________r I am interested in volunteering.
	 Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Email_ __________________________________________________________ Phone number______________________________
	 Areas of interest to you_______________________________________________________________________________________

To sponsor a newsletter send $50 along with your name and address and the wording describing whom you would like it dedicated to.
	 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you know someone whom you think might want to become a member, send us their name and address, and we will send them a 
copy of our newsletter along with information on how they can join.
	 Name_ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________


