
Joan’s Jabbering — April 2023
by Joan E Rowland, President

	 Spring is in the air. Flowers are starting to come up. Finally. Our 
rain was another 2” of heavy snow on March 31 in Brant Lake where 
I was. It was beautiful on the trees but as I left the cabin on April 
Fools Day, I thought the standing water in the path was going to go 
over my shoes. I tippy-toed out of the cabin and down the walkway 
to avoid the water. Thought someone was playing an April Fools 
joke on me. By the way, do you still play April Fools Jokes on your 
friends and family? We were talking about that at camp. Most will 
try to get their spouse or siblings. My mom always tried to get me. 
My quilter friends told me my tire was flat on my car. Little did they 
know after coming out of the cabin, I checked my tires. Didn’t get 
me, this time. I did try to pay for my quilt material with one $20 bill. 
They did not fall for that one either.
	 Our March meeting was very well attended, 37 people. I almost 
had to sit on the window sill to hear the talk about the making of the 
20 minute film “Forgotten Crossroads of Rock City Falls.” Karen 
Staulters, former Milton Town Historian talked about what we would 
be seeing in the film and also told us about items that had to be left 
out due to the 20 minute time limit. This was the first film produced 
by Saratoga History Round Table. It was made in 2022. We saw 
the film which was great. If you missed it, there is a connection on 
YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67s73pVBX4o or if 
you Google Forgotten Crossroads Rock City Falls NY, this will be 
one of the options that comes up. Next one was just released for 
Bacon Hill.
	 We have a lot of fun things planned for you in the coming months. 
Next up is April 22, Earth Day where we will meet at 9 a.m. at the 
museum. We will clean the museum and school and do some yard 
work. Stop in and help. Bring your favorite equipment.
	 Next meeting will be held on the train – note location change to 
Corinth Train Station. We will have election of officers, approving  
the budget and oh yes, fun things like Hal telling us about the train.
	 Daketown School will have an open house June 10 from 10-2. 
Come see if the school seats are like you remember them. Music in 
the Park is July 22 from 3-7 p.m. (note date change). August 12, 10-3 
is Caboose Day and Car Show. The train will drop off people 3 time 
and we have hired a trolly to bring you to Kings Station. Greenfield 
Farmers Market starts end of June until mid September every Friday 
from 4-7 p.m. Our museum will be open Fridays from 4-6 p.m. for 
July and August. Many of these events will need volunteers and some 
bake sale bakers. More details on all that next time. So many great 
gatherings coming up. I hope to see you all there. Bring a friend or 2.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, April 18 – (rescheduled from January) Meeting  

7 p.m. at the Town of Greenfield Community Center. 
Program: The Pen is Mightier than the Sword: The 
Lasting Power of the Written Word by Patricia Nugent. 
(Information on page 5.)

Saturday, April 22 – Earth Day Clean Up – 9 a.m. to noon. 
Clean Up at Museum and Daketown School. Stop in at  
9 a.m. at the Museum, 440 Middle Grove Road. People  
can volunteer to complete spring cleaning: dusting, 
vacuuming, yard work, or brush trimming at the Museum. 
Another team will go to the School to work there.

Tuesday, May 16 – Meeting 7 p.m. will be held at  
The SC&H Train Station, 9 Railroad Place, Corinth.  
(See more details on page 3.)

Saturday, June 10 – Daketown School Open House – 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. We have not hosted the 3rd graders from Greenfield 
School, since the pandemic. The Open House will give the 
stuents, parents, grandparents, and neighbors a time to come 
visit the school.

Fridays, June 23 to September 15 – Greenfield and Middle 
Grove Farmers Market – 4 to 7 p.m. at the Middle Grove 
United Methodist Church parking lot, 429 Middle Grove 
Road. TOGHS will have a community event booth at the 
Farmers Market from June 30 to September 1. Stop in to 
see what’s happening in town. Answer the survey question, 
purchase a book to read, or just hang out at the booth to see 
your neighbors.

Fridays, July 7 to August 25 – Chatfield Museum of Local 
History – 4 to 6 p.m., 440 Middle Grove Road, Middle 
Grove. The museum will be open 8 weeks this summer.

Saturday, July 22 – Music in the Park – 3 to 7 p.m., at  
the Middle Grove Town Park, 428 Middle Grove Road,  
with bands. (Please note date change.)

Saturday, August 12 – Caboose Day and Car Show,  
10 to 3 p.m., Kings Station, Corner of Rt. 9N and Porter 
Road, Porter Corners. Station and caboose open, crafters;  
hot dogs, hamburgers, French fries, water, soda, and baked 
goods for sale.

Everyone is welcome, admission is free, and  
you don’t have to be a member to attend.
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	 In past issues, I have written about the Middle Grove 
fire that destroyed a portion of Middle Grove. The fire 
began in the old Rowell Store building that was then 
owned by Cady (who also owned the general store next 
door which would many years later be the site of the 
present-day Stewart’s Shop in Middle Grove).
	 While the Middle Grove fire dealt the small community 
a severe blow, it did recover. Clifford Cady’s Store was 
not damaged by the fire and for a while had no immediate 
competition. Shortly after the fire, with the old Rowell store 
gone and the vacant land still owned by Clifford E. Cady, 
he decided to sell a portion of it (where the Rowell Store 
had been) to Roxy Fulton, the hotel owner.
	 Then, a few years after the fire, on April 27, 1910, 
Clifford E. Cady sold his store to the partners, Charles F. 
Henry and Frank McAuley.

Figure 32 - McAuley and Henry Store

	 Approximately eight years later, on March 23rd,  
1918, Frank McAuley bought out his partner, Henry,  
and became the sole owner of the store.

	 On July 31st, 1920, McAuley sold the store to a 
German couple, Herman and Wilhelmine Callenius. The 
Callenius’ lived in the apartment upstairs over the store 
and raised three daughters there.
	 Two of their daughters attended the little one-room 
school on Cemetery Hill in Middle Grove and completed 
their first eight grades before attending high school  
where they did not do as well as their mother expected. 
(The Callenius’ were the first owners of the store that  
I can remember.)
	 When the youngest daughter, Helen Callenius, was old 
enough, her mother decided to arrange for her to attend 
Saratoga Springs Elementary Schools instead of beginning 
her education in Middle Grove. Helen went on to become 
Valedictorian of her class in Saratoga. She then went on 
to State University at Albany where she was Salutatorian 
of her class. Helen spent a long career teaching Latin 
and English classes at a high school near New York City. 
When she retired, Helen returned to the Middle Grove 
area to the family home located on the south-east corner 
of the intersection of Sand Hill and Middle Grove Roads 
where she lived with her sister Ruth (also retired).

Figure 33– Callenius Store
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HISTORIAN’S CORNER
April 2023 — by Ron Feulner

HOW DID I DO? – Rose Marie Willard demonstrated “Popovers” 
at the 4-H County Demonstration Day held last Saturday at the 
Schuylerville Central School, and the judges are evaluating her 
cooking. The group includes left to right: Rose Marie Willard, JoAnn 
Rowland and Andrea L’Hommedieu of Porter Corners Melody Workers, 
who demonstrated; Joanna Mahar, room hostess; Mrs. Reed Greinert  
of Ballston Spa and Mrs. Andrew Mousin of Porter Corners, judges.  
March 20, 1965

More Saratoga 
County Stories 
book is now 
available at  
$20 per book.
More historian 
and friends of 
history’s stories from 
Saratoga County.
Pick your copy up 
at the next meeting 
or order through 
our PO Box 502, 
Greenfield Center, 
NY 12833 with an  
additional $3.50 
postage and 
handling.
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TOGHS Program March 2023

Tuesday, May 16, 2023 Program
Meeting at 7 p.m. – May’s Town of Greenfield 

Historical Society Meeting will be at The SC&H 
Train Station, 9 Railroad Place, Corinth.  
Come early for a photo op with the train.

Program: Saratoga Corinth & Hudson Railway 
	 Hal Raven owner and train conductor will bring us 
up to date on the scenic train line now operating between 
the Corinth Railway Station and Lamothe Landing 
in Greenfield Center. Hal will discuss the railway’s 
involvement and train schedule for our August 12, 2023 
Caboose Day. We’ll learn about the past history of the 
train and the rail line itself, as well as some exciting 
news about the railway’s future plans and how it impacts 
our community. There will be plenty of opportunity for 
comments and questions.

WEB HELP WANTED
We are looking to form a small 

group of people who would 
like to look at our web site and 
give it a fresh look. Some Web 
experience would be welcome.
Take a look at our website at 

greenfieldhistoricalsociety.com
Please contact us using our email 
address at toghistsoc@gmail.com 

Mary Vetter will be chairing  
this group.  Thanks in advance 

for your help.

Refreshment volunteers for March were Patti Veitch,  
Robert Roeckle, and John Greenwood. They served 
Chocolate Chip Cookies, Apple Crumb Pie, Turtle 

Cheesecake, and Ice Cream. Volunteers for April are  
Patti Veitch and Robert Roeckle.

Our Newest LIFETIME MEMBERS
Robert and Susan Wemple

Photo taken by photographer/owner of Steel Wheels Photography 
Transportation and PR Photography.  

Shared on Facebook by John Greenwood.
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MUSEUM’S FEATURED ITEM
Hair Wreaths: A Victorian Mourning Custom

by Robert Roeckle

“Harnessing Nature:  
Building the Great Sacandaga”

	 This DVD is an 80-minute 
documentary telling the story of how 
the people of the Sacandaga Valley 
had to sacrifice their homes, their 
farms and their livelihoods for the 
greater good. It is a story of heart-
break, rebirth and a remarkable 
engineering project in its own 
right. This is the story of how the 
Great Sacandaga Lake, the largest 
man-made body of water in New 
York state, was made. DVDs are 
available for $20 at the Greenfield 
Town Hall, or by contacting the 
Historical Society at P.O. Box 502, 
Greenfield Center, NY 12833. 
(Please add $3 if you want one mailed.)

Books for Sale
   We will have both the 
Saratoga County Stories 
($18) and Follow My 
Moccasin’s Tracks by  
Ira Gray ($15.95) for 
sale at the next meeting.
   Thanks to the 
generosity of Ira Gray’s 
niece, Sandra Gray 

Loychik, we have several copies of Ira Gray’s (Adirondack 
Ike) Follow My Moccasin’s Tracks. These were printed in 
2002 and have become a rare keepsake for anyone who 
enjoys old stories of life in the Adirondacks.
	 Pick your copy up at the next meeting or order through 
our P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833 with an 
additional $3.50 postage and handling.

	 This Hair Wreath was donated by 
Earl Ballou and is from his family home 
on Ballou Road.
	 Hair is one of the most unique and 
personal mementos people can give of 
themselves. Taking hair and weaving it 
into memorial pieces has been done for 
hundreds of years to remember a loved 
one. The Victorians took the idea and 
crafted it into an art form. Hair jewelry 
allowed Victorians to carry a part of 
their loved ones with them in the form 
of bracelets, rings, brooches, watch fobs, 
even buttons (similar to putting a piece 
of hair in a locket). Not all hair wreaths 
were for mourning. Churches, schools 
and other groups might make a hair 
wreath from the current congregation or 
school. Everyone would contribute hair 
to be woven into the wreath shape.
	 A mourning wreath could be made 
up of one member’s hair or a composite 
of an entire family. Hair was often saved 
in a “hair receiver.” As family members 
died, the hair was fashioned into flowers 
and leaves by twisting and sewing it around shaped wire 
forms. Shapes were then combined into a U-shaped wreath 
with the most recently deceased’s hair having a place of 
honor in the middle of the wreath. This is why wreaths may 
have a difference in hair colors and textures. The open-end 
at the top of the wreath symbolized the deceased’s ascent 
to heaven. Wreaths were placed in shadow boxes and 
displayed with the open end up, like a horseshoe. These 
could also be crafted into three-dimensional sculpture and 
covered with a glass dome to set upon a parlor table. Hair 

could be made into small shapes and sent to families who 
lived far away as a memento of a recently deceased loved 
one.
	 Regardless of how we view the art of mourning hair 
wreaths and hair jewelry today, it was a way for our 
ancestors to keep a piece of their loved ones close in an era 
when remembering was all that mattered because “You are 
never really gone, as long as you are remembered.”

Edited from the BlogSpot – ‘A Grave Interest’
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GREENFIELD AND MIDDLE GROVE FARMERS MARKET  
AT MIDDLE GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

We are a local summer market place that promotes local products and home grown 
business – we are looking for vendors in the following areas:
	 1.	 Local Meat products – farm raised meets and jerky
	 2.	 Herbs and spices
	 3.	 Flowers and plants
	 4.	 Local brewery, winery, distillery
	 5.	 Pet products
	 6.	 Up to 2 food vendors or food trucks
	 7.	 Musicians to supply music (small stipend to cover your cost)
Our annual fee for vendors is low; $60 for the season these funds are used to promote the 
market and your local business – would love to have you join us.

Tuesday, April 18, 2023 Program
The Pen is Mightier than the Sword:  
The Lasting Power of the Written Word
Patricia Nugent is a retired school administrator and adjunct communication professor 
who now writes to give voice to those who might otherwise be silenced. She’s the 
author of the book They Live On: Saying Goodbye to Mom and Dad, and editor of the 
anthology Before They Were Our Mothers: Voices of Women Born Before Rosie Started 
Riveting. Her latest book is Healing with Dolly Lama: Finding God in Dog. She’s been 
published numerous times in professional and literary journals, as well as in anthologies. 
She believes in using the power of “the pen” to change ourselves and our world, and will 
share with us how and why it makes a difference. Program rescheduled from January. Patricia Nugent
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The Town of Greenfield  
Historical Society
P.O. Box 502
Greenfield Center, NY 12833

If you’d like to dedicate and/or sponsor a newsletter, send $50 to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, 
Greenfield Center, NY 12833, include your name, address and the wording describing who you would like it dedicated to  

and/or sponsored by. Please send articles and/or photos to: JJones18215@roadrunner.com.

Membership Application/Renewal AVAILABLE ONLINE
Become a member of The Town of Greenfield Historical Society and receive our newsletter. Our membership 
year begins June 1 and ends May 31, dues are paid annually. Send $10 per household (or $100 for Lifetime 
Membership) along with your name and address to the address shown below. If you send more than $10 for 
your household, the balance will be considered a donation. You also may join at one of our meetings. Send this 
application form and fee to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833. 
Make checks payable to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society. YOU CAN PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE AT 
OUR WEBSITE! www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com. Email toghistsoc@gmail.com for more information.

Click on “Store,” “Membership” then click either “Annual Membership – Household” or “Lifetime Membership.”

Please Print – Please indicate how many persons 10-years-old or older are in your household). _____________  r New  r Renewal
	 Name_ ________________________________________________________________________r I am interested in volunteering.
	 Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Email_ __________________________________________________________ Phone number______________________________
	 Areas of interest to you_______________________________________________________________________________________

To sponsor a newsletter send $50 along with your name and address and the wording describing whom you would like it dedicated to.
	 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you know someone whom you think might want to become a member, send us their name and address, and we will send them a 
copy of our newsletter along with information on how they can join.
	 Name_ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Updating Historic Sites Map in the Town of Greenfield
	 We invite our membership and readers of this newsletter to share with Dan any historical information about 
an interesting person, place, structure, or event within our town. Dan reserves the right to proofread and edit 
submissions, but he will be very happy to add your information to our map. We are always looking for historical 
information to add to and enhance the map, which we consider to be an ongoing work in progress. Please email  
Dan Chertok at Dgchertok@gmail.com, call his cell phone (518-321-0330), or text him.


