
WEEZIE’S WORDS
by Louise Okoniewski

	 Shoveling almost 2 feet of snow from the past storms, made 
me appreciate the wonderful weather we had for our Christmas 
Party on Dec. 15. Once again we had a beautiful, sunny day that 
brought out 35 members and guests. The hall was decorated in 
holiday style by Joyce, Ann, Sandy, Patty and me. Everyone 
just pitched in and before you knew it, the tree was decorated, 
handmade bows were in the windows, winter displays were set, 
and artifacts set in the display case from Mom and Pop’s store 
in Porter Corners. Tom ran the icicle lights in the middle of the 
room – the hall had a wonderful holiday feeling.
	 The theme of the party was “Caroling.” After indulging in 
some of the delicious home made cookies, coffee and wassail, 
the group sang some Christmas carols accompanied by Laura 
Rivers who brought along her keyboard. In between the singing, 
we heard stories from those who had caroled in the past. 
Some remembered years ago when groups would go around 
the Greenfield area, and sing door-to-door. Some of the guys 
remembered being the drivers for the girls who would go out and 
sing. We all shared a few laughs and stories, which made for a 
great day. Before you knew it, late afternoon had arrived. We had 
our cookie exchange which brought a donation of $100! We had a 
wide array of goodies; all kinds of cookies, cookie bars and even 
mice! Thank you all for baking and for the generous donations.
	 This year will mark 30 years of The Town of Greenfield 
Historical Society, which was started in 1983. Our museum at 
Odd Fellows Hall in Middle Grove is on the way to being open, 
and the wonderful donations from the Dake family, as well as 
donations from individuals for the Agricultural section, along 
with Ron Feulner’s dedication to the project is sure to make it a 
success. There has been a lot of blood, sweat and tears from many 
who have helped Ron achieve this goal. And we can’t wait to 
see it open. If you would like to help, give Ron a call, or stop by 
Town Hall on Wednesdays.
	 I would like to say thank you to the members of The Town of 
Greenfield Historical Society, the Board of Officers and Trustees, 
members who make the newsletter and website possible, to those 
who may not be a member but support the Farmers Market, come 
to the Caboose Day, drop off a donation, volunteer some time, or 
just have the desire to see the history of our Town preserved. Your 
support gives us the enthusiasm to keep moving forward – and 
make 2013, our 30 Year Anniversary, one to remember. I wish 
you and your families a healthy and happy New Year!

The Town of Greenfield	 January 2013

Historical Society Newsletter
OFFICERS: President: Louise Okoniewski; Vice President: Robert Roeckle;  

Secretary: Patty Schwartzbeck; Treasurer: JoAnn Rowland;  
Trustees: Dan Chertok, Coral Crosman, Ron Deutsch, Katie Finnegan and Ron Feulner 

The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833

Volume 13, Issue 5	 www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com

Calendar
Jan. 15: Tuesday, meeting at 7 p.m. at the  

Community Center in Greenfield Center.  
Program: Lisa Potocar is the author of a book 
called Sweet Glory. It is a work of historical  
fiction about a woman who disguised herself as  
a man to fight for the union in the Civil War.  
The story was inspired by a real life figure. 

Feb. 19: Tuesday, meeting at 7 p.m. at the  
Community Center in Greenfield Center.  
Program: Coral Crosman will talk about her new 
book of short stories and the history of her house, 
which may be one of the older ones in town. 

March 19: Tuesday, meeting at 7 p.m. at the 
Community Center in Greenfield Center. Program: 
Bill Dake will tell some stories and give a little bit 
of history of the Dake family, and also speak about 
how Stewart’s came to evolve from Dake’s ice cream.

April 16: Tuesday, meeting at 7 p.m. at the 
Community Center in Greenfield Center. Program: 
Bradford Smith and Ellen Kostroff will discuss 
their book, From New York to Florida – An 
American Family’s Life on the Road Between the 
World Wars. It was Mr. Smith’s family, before he 
was born, who journeyed from their Galway farm 
to Florida in the family’s 1920 Willys Knight, 4 
cylinder sedan. Mr. Smith’s mother kept a diary and 
the family had many photographs of the trip.

May 21: Tuesday, meeting at 7 p.m. at the  
Community Center in Greenfield Center.  
Program to be announced. 
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I Need Articles and/or Photos  
for our future Newsletters.

If you would like to write an article for the newsletter, 
send it to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society,  

P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833 or  
email it to: JJones18215@roadrunner.com.

	 Thanks to everyone who brought cookies to share and  
sell at the Christmas Party. January refreshment volunteers 
are Joyce Woodard and Joan Rowland.

Janet Jones, Refreshment Committee
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Historian’s Corner
by Ron Feulner 

	 As I sit down to write this, we are having our second 
snow storm of the winter, and I have had enough already. If 
only I could get excited about snow the way I did as a child.
	 The museum project has been on hold over the 
holidays. However, a couple of nice donations have come 
in or been promised. Estella McLaren gave us a wonderful 
antique “skipjack,” which is a hybrid between a ski and a 
sled. It is a short ski with an elevated seat on it. She also 
donated a hay scythe.
	 Arden and Chuck Blunt have offered the following: an 
antique wooden washtub with hand crank, a wooden cage 
for chickens, hand operated tool for removing corn from the 
cob, and a Hoosier cabinet. The cabinet needs a lot of work 
and paint, but I am hoping that I can find someone who will 
take on the project. I have not picked up these items yet 
because of the holidays, but hope to get them soon after the 
New Year.
	 Donations to our collection for the museum have been 
beyond my expectations, however, we still don’t have a log 
peeling spud (see picture from last month). I am still hoping 
for one to complete our logging display.
	 We still need people with good cleaning and painting 
skills and especially someone who could make small repairs 
to cabinets, etc. Please call me at 893-0620 if you would like 
to participate in the project. 
	 We are beginning a new year at the historian’s office in 
town hall. Three of my volunteers, Audrey Crandall, Judy 
Supley and Elsie Eno, have decided not to make the long 
drive up to Greenfield each week. Audrey, the furthest away, 
was coming from the east shore of the Hudson (Washington 
County) across the Hudson from Stillwater. Judy is in the 
process of moving, and Elsie doesn’t drive, so Audrey would 
have to make the trip every week and has decided that it 

Artifacts in the display case from Mom and Pop’s store  
in Porter Corners.

“Mall” two-man saws for display in the museum.

Ron Feulner, Earl Jones and Nancy Homiak visiting
the museum upstairs (a work-in-progress).

would be too much, and I agree totally. These three have 
been volunteering from the beginning, and have done a 
suburb job helping to create some of the databases that we 
now use every week. I will miss seeing them on Wednesdays, 
but hope they will stop in occasionally to say hello. 
	 In the meantime, Nancy Homiak has joined the team as 
a volunteer and is organizing our photo collection digitally 
on a computer that we have set up for that purpose. Ruth 
Ann Assmann, Marie Ahl, Liz Frank, Joan R. Rowland, and 
deputy historian, Joyce Woodard, round out the volunteer 
team at present. Because several of them are doing data entry 
at home, we do have room for one or two new volunteers, 
if anyone is interested in joining us on Wednesdays at our 
office in town hall. Volunteers are not expected to work every 
week and come and go according to their own schedule. 
Anyone with basic computer experience would be especially 
valuable, but we also have non-computer type projects as 
well. If you think that you might be interested, you can call 
me at home (893-0620) or simply drop in at the office on a 
Wednesday and meet the group and see what our projects 
are all about. I, or one of the volunteers, would be happy to 
answer any of your questions.

Heritage Hunters Meetings
All meetings are held at the Town of Saratoga  

Town Hall, corner of Rt. 4 and Rt. 29 in Schuylerville.  
For more information on any of the meetings,  

call 587-2978. Public is welcome.
Saturday, Jan. 19, at 1 p.m. “Creating a House History” 

will be the topic presented by John Cromie of Ballston 
Spa. He has searched the history of several houses using 
architecture, genealogy, deeds, decorative arts and more.

Saturday, Feb. 16, at 1 p.m. Christine Dixon, executive 
director of Wiawaka Holiday House on Lake George,  
will be the speaker. She will cover the interesting history 
of Wiawaka from its creation in 1903 to the present.

Saturday, March 16, at 1 p.m. The speaker will be Bob 
Jones, an associate professor of economics at Skidmore 
College. He is currently involved with Greenfield’s 
historian, Ron Feulner, in mapping the town’s cemeteries. 
Bob will explain the process and how we might use 
“Google Earth” to solve our own geographical riddles.
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A Walk in January on the Trail
I walked up the giant hill to the beginning of the trail.
Each step was laborious and difficult – I began to tire.
With each step I took, my breath seemed to turn to a gasp.
Finally reaching the top, I spy the trail. 
There before me is my goal. 
I want to tread on the good earth that lies beneath my feet.
The tiredness seems to have lifted,  
as the path is set before me.
The hill was demanding, as I’m out of practice.
Now I spy a pair of crows ahead of me, 
cruising the sandy trail in search of food. 
They seem unaware of my presence,  
as I have stopped to gain an extra breath – to rest a bit.
Filling my lungs with renewed vigor of oxygen,  
I move slightly, setting the two black creatures off on a flight 
of fear of, perhaps me?
Taking flight I notice in the bright sunlight of this cold 
January day, the wings … of one blackbird gliding upward 
for a landing to a nearby clearing … its’ wings shining like 
patent leather with the sun’s glare upon them.
How like life this scene portrays. I have confronted the giant 
hills, each with its’ own characteristic steps of lesson,  
that would seemingly take away all reserve for survival. 
But after a brief interlude, I take stock within this respite, 
evaluate and learn from the uncomplicated, where I stand … 
Fill my persistence with the renewed reserve of faith,  
let the lessons learned take on the brightness of a new day, 
and thus empowered, create a new perspective,  
and finding solutions.

Fran Lambert – Gatekeep On The Mountain

Singing Carols at The TOGHS Christmas Party.
JoAnn Rowland (left) and Laura Rivers (right)

The cookies and the new Christmas tree.

Ann Michel and Bud McKnight

Some of the guests at the Christmas Party singing Carols and sharing memories of Caroling.

Christmas Party – Dec. 15, 2012
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Updating Historic Sites Map in the Town of Greenfield
If you have any information, e-mail Dan Chertok at bmmschertok@gmail.com or dgclawoffices@csdsl.net.

You may also call (518-893-2268) or write him at: Dan Chertok, 58 Ormsbee Road, Porter Corners, NY 12859

The Town of Greenfield Historical Society
P.O. Box 502
Greenfield Center, NY 12833

membership application/renewal
	 Become a member of The Town of Greenfield Historical Society and receive our newsletter. Send $10 per household along with 
your name and address to the address shown below. If you send more it will be considered a donation. Other types of memberships 
are also available (lifetime, corporate, etc.). Our membership year begins June 1, and dues are paid annually. You may also join at 
one of our meetings. Send this application form and fee to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, Greenfield 
Center, NY 12833. Make checks payable to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society.
Please Print – Please indicate how many persons 10-years-old or older are in your household). _________________
	 Name_ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Email_ __________________________________________________________ Phone number______________________________
	 Areas of interest to you_______________________________________________________________________________________

To sponsor a newsletter send $50 along with your name and address and the wording describing whom you would like it dedicated to.
	 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you know someone whom you think might want to become a member, send us their name and address, and we will send them a 
copy of our newsletter along with information on how they can join.
	 Name_ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you would like to write an article for the newsletter, send it to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society,  
P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833 or email it to: JJones18215@roadrunner.com.


