
Joan’s Jabbering – December 2024
Joan E Rowland, President

	 First snow of the season happened Thanksgiving 
Day. We were invited to our cousins in Waterford. Not a 
problem, they are to get rain, us, snow until mid-afternoon 
and it is all done by 7 pm. Such a good plan. Not great 
to drive there, but smooth sailing to come home. Yes, we 
went to Plan B when we had 8 inches of very heavy wet 
snow. Only vehicles going up and down the road are plow 
trucks. Our rhododendron that stands over 12 foot tall is 
laying down from the weight of the snow. We decided 
the best place for us was at home. So, instead of the 
frozen turkey in our refrigerator, which we plan to have 
at end of weekend, we had thin steaks and a sweet potato.  
The Oysters for dressing were placed in the freezer for 
Christmas Dinner, and we were safe at home. Worst part, 
no pie.
	 Our October meeting was a three-man team to present 
us with a Video that Rachel Clothier, Corinth Historian, 
had presented for one of the monthly History Center 
Tours. Dave Waite had helped film and did editing from a 
couple different cameras. This presentation was the idea 
of John Greenwood when his first plan was a fail. Thanks 
for Rachel, Dave, and John, we got to go to the Corinth 
Cemetery and learn about many that are buried there, 
mostly in the old section. Some of them had been moved 
from their prior cemetery. As always, great presentation.
	 The society was offered a table at the “Sip N Shop” 
at The View on November 30. We sold “Greenfield 
History” books, t-shirts and handed out newsletters and 
membership information.
	 When you drive by the Caboose on Rt. 9N, check out 
it’s new paint job. Looks great.
	 During this busy season, I asked our board to meet 
for a board meeting. We discussed Caboose Day 2024 and 
did some brainstorming for August 9, 2025. We also set 
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Meetings Cancellations 
If schools are closed due to weather, our meeting 
will be canceled. A message also will be posted on 

our website and on our Facebook page.
www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com

www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=town of 
greenfield historical society

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, December 15, 2024 – 1 to 4 pm, Holiday 

Open House. This year’s theme is Greeting 
Cards. Please bring cookies/desserts to share. 
IOOF Hall/Chatfield Museum, 440 Middle 
Grove Road, Middle Grove.

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 – Meeting 7 p.m. at the 
Greenfield Community Center, 25 Wilton Road, 
Greenfield Center, NY 12831. Program: To be 
announced.

Tuesday, February 18, 2025 – Meeting at 7 p.m.  
at the Greenfield Community Center. Program:  
To be announced.

Everyone is welcome, admission is free,  
and you don’t have to be a member to attend.

“Dedicated to Esterville Animal Shelter”
Sponsored by Ricky Hildebrandt

Continued on page 2

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Vincent Walsh and family would like 
to “Renew their Life Membership.”  
Vince requests that a challenge be  

issued to other lifer’s to do the same.  
Renew your Life Membership today.

RENEWED LIFETIME MEMBER
Linda Davin
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the date for Car Show and Live Music in Middle Grove 
Park of July 12, 2025 (as long as the town has that date 
open for us to use the park). We also discussed the major 
maintenance projects for the Carriage Barn. We have filed 
for the grant from the Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust, 
plus we have money donated for this project. At the board 
meeting, it was suggested that we start a “Go Fund Me” 
which could get donations from people who do not live 
near here or are not members. (The company does take 
a percentage of the funds as their fee.) We will have this 
available for 6 months starting December 1, 2024. But 
if you are looking to donate, please send your check to 
our P.O. Box 502 in Greenfield where we will receive the 
entire amount donated. Total estimated cost of this project 
is $72,000.
	 Hope to see you all at the Open House at the Museum 
for our Holiday Party on Sunday, December 15th from  
1 to 4 pm. More details in this newsletter.

Continued from page 1

Historian’s Hindsight:  
Greenfield Caboose Gets Refresh

By Town Historian Duane Cornell
	 A big thank you to Channon Emigh, Bob Ferrari, 
Bobbi Madison and Jared Bishop from the Town of 
Greenfield Parks department for giving the caboose a 
touch up. Bob, Bobbi and Jared sanded the caboose and 
Channon and Jared did the painting. A number of other 
repairs are also in the works.
	 The caboose is an authentic wooden framed and sided 
piece of railroad history dating back to the early 1900s. It 
sits next to our original train depot at 4000 Rt. 9N known 
as Kings Station. Stop by and take a look anytime or better 
yet join the Town of Greenfield Historical Society in early 
August for Caboose Day. It is a fun-filled day with food, 
vendors, train rides and a chance to tour the inside of the 
depot and caboose.

The Town of Greenfield Historical Society 
invites you to purchase the “Greenfield 
History” Book, written by the late Ron Feulner: 

 
Books are available at:  

 
 

The Town of Greenfield Historical 
Society’s Museum 

440 Middle Grove Road,  
Middle Grove NY  

At their annual Holiday Open House 
Sunday, December 15, 2024  

from 1 to 4 pm 
 

or  
 

at the Greenfield Town Hall 
during normal business hours 

 
$20 (cash) 

 
Some of your fellow firefighters were interviewed for this book. 

 

November 19, 2024
TOGHS Program/Meeting

Refreshments

Thanks to Duane Cornell and Robert Roeckle for 
providing refreshments for our November meeting/

program. They served Donuts, Chocolate Cake  
and a Veggie Platter. January Refreshments  

volunteers are JoAnn Rowland and Patti Veitch.

Joan’s Jabbering – December 2024

Our membership year begins June 1 and  
ends May 31, dues are paid annually.  

($10 per household or  
$100 for Lifetime Membership)
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Veterans Memorial Park corner 
of 9N & Grange Road

TOG Veterans Memorials

Greenfield Grange
Honor Roll World War II

Park Spotlight: Veterans Park, A TOG Nod 
to our Nation’s Bravest & Most Honorable

by Jenn Ginley 
Confidential Secretary to the TOG Supervisor

	 We saved our last TOG Park Spotlight for this time 
of year, because it is Veterans Month. When travelling 
on 9N, you will pass our small, but mighty Veterans Park 
at Grange Road intersection. The 1/4-acre parcel was a 
gift from Ballston Spa National Bank in the early ’90s. 
The bank purchased the property and thought it would be 
a nice permanent place for the Veterans monument. The 
monument, pictured above, was donated to the town by 
LaBrake Memorial in the ’90s when we used to celebrate 
“Heritage Days.” It originally was placed near Town Hall, 
until it was moved to Veterans Park.

	 Recently John Greenwood and Dave Waite began 
making plans to record the memories and experiences 
along the Kayaderosseras Creek in the town of Greenfield. 
The name of this project is: Life on the Kaydeross: In the 
words of those who live, work, and play along the creek.
	 While the true name for this creek is the Iroquois 
Kaydcrossras, or the more common spelling Kayaderosseras, 
the locals often say Kaydeross, and for this visit to the 
creek and its inhabitants, we leave it up to our speakers to 
use the name they are most comfortable with.
	 John and Dave are asking for volunteers to share their 
stories to be recorded on video or audio narrative that will 
be used in the future both as an oral history as well as a 
presentation to be shared with the Greenfield community 
and beyond.
	 To discuss participating in this exciting project, please 
contact: Dave Waite: davewaitefinearts@gmail.com or  
John Greenwood: jgreenwood3@nycap.rr.com)

Life Along the Kaydeross

	 This centrally located park features a prominent flag 
pole, the monument, and a small gazebo. Thanks to our 
TOG Building & Grounds Maintenance Crew, it is always 
seasonally decorated for us all to enjoy. It is a perfect 
little place to enjoy a picnic, an ice cream cone or a cup 
of coffee with a friend. We hope that as you pass and 
enjoy this little gem, you also remember our many brave 
veterans who called the Town of Greenfield home.
	 Did you know the TOG honors our veterans in some 
other ways each year? For starters we have a lovely 
memorial of names in our Town Council room. There are 
large plaques featuring hundreds of veteran names from 
the Civil War, WWI and II, the Korean conflict, Vietnam 
War and the Gulf War/War on Terror.
	 Our Brookhaven Golf Course holds an annual 
Veterans Golf Tournament and proceeds are donated to 
the Saratoga Veterans Agency and the Albany VA Medical 
Center. Next year’s event will take place in late August. 
If you can play in this tournament, sponsor the event or 
make an in-kind donation, contact Anthony Therrien, head 
golf professional, at 519-893-7458.
	 Saratoga County Board of Supervisors holds an Honor 
Deceased Veteran Ceremony, selecting distinguished 
veterans from all over the county each month. A 
Greenfield veteran is recognized approximately once a 
year. This year, Arthur “Bill” Wilsey was recognized. 
Wilsey served in the U.S. Army. Family members were 
invited to the ceremony, along with our local, county, state 
and U.S. government leaders.
	 For the past two years, the TOG has participated in 
“Operation Green Light,” a nationwide effort created by 
the National Association of Counties to support military 
veterans. We light up Town Hall and our Veterans Park 
with a green light and encourage residents to participate  
as well.
	 Finally, this spring, the TOG installed American flags 
through its Greenfield town center on Route 9N.
	 We are so thankful to all those who have served in our 
nation’s military. We are always open to new ideas to 
honor our veterans.

Holiday Party Open House 
and Cookie Exchange

at the
IOOF Hall / Chatfield Museum

Sunday, December 15, 2024
1 to 4 p.m.

This year’s theme will be “Greeting Cards.” 
Please bring cookies/desserts to share.  

Hot wassail will be provided.
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week exchange as a 4-H teen back in 1976. There is Joe 
from California who I met at the National 4-H Congress 
in Chicago, Illinois in 1977. There is Gina from Denver, 
Colorado who I met on my first cruise (1980s) after starting 
a real job. Back then I used to write a letter for each 
personalized to each of them, but then as time got tighter, 
I started to type a letter and copy it that many times. These 
letters got the nickname of “lie letters” by my sister JoAnn. 
She said that the truth had been stretched a little. I just told 
it like I saw it, as I do today.
	 Now, we send the photo card. The 4”x8” photo with a 
written message on it. We are to pick out the card together 
and take a nice photo of something on the farm or of us 
and talk about it in the Christmas Letter. We also tell of all 
the places we have gone, events we helped with and all the 
volunteering we do. Since it is from both of us, they are no 
longer “lie letters.” I will bring a selection of these cards 
with me on December 15.
	 I love the very old cards that were 3-D or could stand 
on display. I love to receive beautiful nativity cards, the 
funny ones where the chickens are singing, cow cards, 
scenic snow scenes, a family photo on vacation, but I wish 
glitter was never invented. We love to have a note written 
in the card or a nice long Christmas Letter updating us on 
how all the family is and what they have been up to.
	 If you have a nice card you would like to share or a 
Holiday Greeting Card tradition you would like to share, 
please bring it along. We can have them on display, and we 
usually take some time to discuss the theme as a group.
	 We hope to see you on Sunday, Dec. 15 starting at 1 pm.

Ann Cornell Obituary
Greenfield Center — It is with a sad 
heart that we announce the passing of 
Ann E. Cornell, 91, loving mother, 
sister, granny, great granny, aunt, and 
friend after a long illness that she 
courageously battled.
	 She was born in Ballston Spa, 
NY on September 1, 1933, to Henry 
and Mabel Robinson. She was a 1950 

graduate of Saratoga Springs High School. Ann was a nurse’s 
aide at Saratoga Hospital and the St. John Neuman Residence. 
She served as the Town of Greenfield Tax Collector for 25 years.
	 Ann bowled in a Monday morning league for many years 
and was a member and past president of Greenfield Seniors. She 
enjoyed traveling to visit her family and friends. She was proud 
of her family and was the 6th generation to live in the family 
homestead on South Greenfield Road.
	 She was predeceased by her parents Henry and Mabel 
Robinson, husband Donald Cornell, sons Don and Duane, and 
brother Gary Robinson. Ann is survived by her sister: Jane Huffer 
(Ken); children: Donna Wescoat (Tom), Kevin Cornell (Cindy), 
Karen Cornell, Keith Cornell (Kathleen), and Steven Cornell 
(Jeanenne), daughter-in-law: Marge Cornell, 13 grandchildren,  
11 great grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews.
	 Relatives and friends are invited to calling hours on Saturday, 
November 23 from 10 am to noon at Armer Funeral Home, Inc., 
39 East High Street, Ballston Spa. A service will be held at noon. 
Burial will follow in the Factory Village Cemetery.
	 In lieu of flowers memorial contributions in memory of Ann 
may be made to Community Hospice of Saratoga, 179 Lawrence 
Street, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 or the Duane Cornell 
Scholarship Fund at the Adirondack Trust Company. Online 
remembrances may be made at www.armerfuneralhome.com.

Recycle Box
     The Greenfield Lions Club has a 
recycle box in the entry way of the 
Town’s Community Center. (Box is 
on right between entry doors). What 
can you leave in this box? All things 
plastic. Store plastic bags, ice bags 

(dried), reclosable bags, cereal box liners, bread bags, newspaper 
sleeves, dry cleaning bags, bubble wrap, and plastic e-commerce 
mailers. All items must be clean and dry. Later we will see a bench 
made from the recycled plastics.

Two Requests for Information
	 Christine Skrha is looking for information about her great 
grandfather’s farm [Paul Vana (Vanna)] at 70 Daketown Road, 
including size and what type of farm it was. Paul (wife Suzanne) 
owned the farm around 1910/1920s until his death in 1946. After 
his death, the Cochran family bought the farm but only lived 
there a few years and then it was sold to Percy Dake. The family 
is buried in Middle Grove Cemetery. She is also looking for any 
information about Emily and Emil Chladnickek and a person 
named Henry, who was called Hank and had only one arm. They 
went to the Daketown school together.
	 Justin Nichols is looking for information about the Braim, 
Sesselman, Ebert and Flaetgen families. He’s a descendant of 
these families and looking for any stories or information.

Information Received About the Sheep Dip
	 I received a phone call from Dorothy Ormsbee from 
Porter Corners: She remembers going to the Vanna Farm and 
swimming at the Sheep Dip. She thinks that Henry Dejnozka 
was the one-armed boy that drowned. I believe Vernon Dejnozka 
still lives on Coy Road.

	 The elves have decorated the Museum for the Annual 
Open House on December 15.
	 Please stop in from 1 to 4 pm to sample some Christmas 
Cookies and the traditional Hot Wassel.
	 Bring some holiday cookies to share (and at the end of 
the time, all cookies left over become take home items – for 
a donation).
	 The theme this year is “Holiday Greeting Cards.” Do 
you send greeting cards during the Christmas / Hanukkah / 
Kwanza Season?
	 It is said that in United Kingdom, the tradition of 
sending Christmas cards began in 1843.
	 In our family, we celebrate Christmas. Mom always 
sent box Christmas cards to our family, friends, and Dad’s 
army buddies. Anyone who lived away from here would 
get a handwritten note in it to inform them of events that 
happened this year. Sometimes it was even a letter tucked 
inside the card.
	 When I was in college, I had more friends to send 
cards to that were not family friends, so I started sending 
cards. I had 4-H people I had met in many different states 
too. To this day I still write to Ms. Watford in NC from the 

Holiday Annual Open House  
at the Museum

Sunday, December 15, 2024 — 1 to 4 pm
440 Middle Grove Road

by Joan E Rowland
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We have three books for sale: Saratoga County Stories ($18), 
More Saratoga County Stories ($20), and Follow My Moccasin’s 
Tracks by Ira Gray ($15.95). Pick your copy up at the next meeting 
or order from the Town of Greenfield Historical Society, PO Box 
502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833, with an additional $5 postage 
and handling.

BOOKS FOR SALET-SHIRTS FOR SALE
	 Our T-shirts are still 
available for purchase. 
Front has a left chest 
logo. Back of shirt 
has a Caboose Day 
advertisement which was 
designed by Conductor 
Carey Ward of the 
Saratoga Corinth & 
Hudson Railway.

	 Shirts are available for purchase for $20 each. Sizes still 
available are Small, Medium, Large, and X Large shirts.
	 If you need to have your shirt mailed to you, please send 
a check to our PO Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833.
	 Please indicate size and include an additional $8 for 
postage and handling. $28 total.

Alpine Meadows Ski Center
 As I dove into the research to write an article about 
the Alpine Meadows Ski Center, little did I know that 
there was so much to the story. I was amazed to find that 
Alpine Meadows changed hands a few times over the 
years and began as place for a local ski club to use and 
there was another ski area in town at Darrows Farm on 
Locust Grove Road. These ski areas were used by clubs, 
schools and colleges for athletic competitions and leisure 
skiing for the public.
 In the 1930s, the Saratoga Ski Club with the help 
of the National Youth Administration began to clear an 
area at the bottom of a wooded hill on Sistos’ farm. It 
was located at the end of what is now know as Alpine 
Meadows Road. This area above Saratoga Springs in the 
lower part of the Adirondacks was favored due to it’s 
elevation and it would receive more snow than the lower 
laying areas and was close by. Not much information is 
available about how the deal was struck with the land 
owner for the use of the property. By 1936, the ski club 
had constructed a series of trails reaching 1,900’ in 
elevation achieving a vertical descent of over 1,000’ to 
the base of the trails. A tow rope was later installed and 
it became known as Sistos’ tow. There were hundreds of 
people that would make the journey up to Sistos’ via  
Rt. 9K, now known as 9N, and traverse the barely 2 lane 
road to get to the ski area, especially for competitions. 
The winter clubs, ski clubs and schools from the 
surrounding area would arrange bus trips there to enjoy 
the snow and compete. Many of the announcements 

advised people to dress 
warmly and wear tall 
boots or snow shoes.
      January 1939 saw 
this ski area used as 
part of the 4th annual 
winter carnival hosted 
by the Saratoga Ski Club 
whose president was 
Ed Taylor. The carnival 
was attended by colleges 
from Dartmouth, Union 

and Amherst as well as outing clubs from Schroon Lake, 
Schenectady, Troy and Glens Falls. The main attraction 
was the downhill race that was held on the Wildcat trail.  
A month later the ski area was again the site of 
competitive skiing. This time is was high schools from 
Saratoga, St. Peters, Lake George, Luzerne, Schroon 
Lake, Albany Academy, Mont Pleasant and Nott Terrace 
competing in slalom and downhill racing.
 It appears that some time after 1939 that a deal could 
not be reached with the land owner, Mrs. Clara R. Sisto 
and the club was no longer allowed to use it. A newspaper 
report states that barbwire was strung up on the trails and 
that was the end of Sistos’
 As I said earlier, there was much more to the story 
than I knew so I will have another article or two to cover 
Darrows and Alpine Meadows. It’s funny how something 
that seems so straight forward such as a story of a place or 
person can become so much more than you first thought. 
So stay tuned for “the rest of the story.”

Untitled Document

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administrator/Desktop/hello.html2/18/2007 11:01:03 AM

Thomas M. Tryniski 
309 South 4th Street 
Fulton New York 
13069

www.fultonhistory.com

A big Thank You to Lynda Roeckle for painting the sign in front of the  
IOOF Hall / Chatfield Museum on Middle Grove Road in Middle Grove, NY.
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The Town of Greenfield  
Historical Society
P.O. Box 502
Greenfield Center, NY 12833

If you’d like to dedicate and/or sponsor a newsletter, send $50 to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, 
Greenfield Center, NY 12833, include your name, address and the wording describing who you would like it dedicated to  

and/or sponsored by. Please send articles and/or photos to: JJones18215@roadrunner.com.

Membership Application/Renewal AVAILABLE ONLINE
Become a member of The Town of Greenfield Historical Society and receive our newsletter. Our membership 
year begins June 1 and ends May 31, dues are paid annually. Send $10 per household (or $100 for Lifetime 
Membership) along with your name and address to the address shown below. If you send more than $10 for 
your household, the balance will be considered a donation. You also may join at one of our meetings. Send this 
application form and fee to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833. 
Make checks payable to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society. YOU CAN PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE AT 
OUR WEBSITE! www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com. Email toghistsoc@gmail.com for more information.

Click on “Store,” “Membership” then click either “Annual Membership – Household” or “Lifetime Membership.”

Please Print – Please indicate how many persons 10-years-old or older are in your household). _____________  r New  r Renewal
	 Name_ ________________________________________________________________________r I am interested in volunteering.
	 Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Email_ __________________________________________________________ Phone number______________________________
	 Areas of interest to you_______________________________________________________________________________________

To sponsor a newsletter send $50 along with your name and address and the wording describing whom you would like it dedicated to.
	 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you know someone whom you think might want to become a member, send us their name and address, and we will send them a 
copy of our newsletter along with information on how they can join.
	 Name_ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________


