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“Dedicated to Esterville Animal Shelter”
Sponsored by Ricky Hildebrandt

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, Nov. 19 — 7 pM, Program: Video of
Rachel Clothier’s Cemetery Tour. Greenfield
Community Center, 25 Wilton Road, Greenfield
Center.

Sunday, Dec. 15 — 1 to 4 pm, Holiday Open House
This year’s theme is Greeting Cards. IOOF Hall/
Chatfield Museum, 440 Middle Grove Road,
Middle Grove.

Everyone is welcome, admission is free, and
you don’t have to be a member to attend.

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Vincent Walsh and family would like

to “Renew their Life Membership.”
Vince requests that a challenge be

issued to other lifer’s to do the same.

Renew your Life Membership today.

RENEWED LIFETIME MEMBERS
Ricky Hildebrandt; Kathleen & Donald Kieffer;
Frank Max; and Tonya Yasenechak & Bill Etson

Meetings Cancellations
If schools are closed due to weather, our meeting
will be canceled. A message also will be posted on
our website and on our Facebook page.
www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com
www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=town of
greenfield historical society

Thanks to Terry Tree and Joan Rowland for providing
refreshments for our October meeting/program. They served
Chocolate Spider Mayonnaise Cake and Apple Cake.

November refreshment volunteers are
Duane Cornell and Robert Roeckle.

Joan’s Jabbering — November 2024

Joan E Rowland, President

Halloween is normally a very cold, windy, dark night.
But this year, it was almost 80 degrees. I hope no one’s
candy melted.

Did you get a chance to go to the Town’s Fall Festival at
Brookhaven? We had a golf cart and handed out peppermint
candies, newsletters, and flyers about us. Sold 2 of the
Caboose T-shirts. Thanks to JoAnn Rowland for sitting in
the sun for the 2 hours. (I was next door with the 4-H club).

Our October meeting, we had Rachel Clothier, Corinth
Historian in to present her “Local Agricultural History”
program. I was very excited to see a photo of my Great
Grandfather Young. I had never seen his photo before and
didn’t even know his name but a visitor in the front row
helped us out. Rachel even gave some statistics of the
number of sheep, pigs, and crops grown in the town of
Greenfield. Rachel offered us a Pocket Guide of Farmers.
How did she know the historian’s office was missing the
farmers with names starting with A. Thank you, Rachel for
another wonderful program.

The “Greenfield History” book is done, printed, and
we had the book release party. Around 30 attended. Some
looked around the museum for the first time. We sold 40
books plus we have mailed out another 6 and I have hand
delivered some to a few people. The day of the party, I was
hoping for more fireman but as the event got started, up
the road goes the Middle Grove Fire Trucks. Report was a
house fire, plus fire in the woods at another location and a
car accident for a wash down. I think they were too busy to
go purchase a book.

I have placed books at the town hall. They are available
during normal business hours.

Continued on page 2

Our membership year begins June 1 and
ends May 31, dues are paid annually.
($10 per household or
$100 for Lifetime Membership)
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Continued from page 1

We will also have them at our next meeting Tuesday,
Nov. 19, 2024. If you have not gotten your copy of the
Greenfield History book, stop in at 6:30 pM to buy one at
the Town of Greenfield Community Center. If you want it
mailed, it’s an extra $6 for postage. Send payment to our
PO Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833.

I want to thank Robert Roeckle for his hard work to
complete the Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust. This is a
grant we have applied for to help defer some of the expense
of renovating the Carriage Barn. We need to raise the barn,
put a new foundation under it, and put in a cement floor.
Currently the floor is very rough old cement, crushed stones,
stones and dirt. The cost is estimated just under $72,000.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR HISTORIAN
Duane Cornell

As fall is in full swing now we know what is coming
in the near future. Not the cold and the snow but the two
holidays that bring families together to share much beloved
traditions. Thanksgiving and Christmas are the times we
gather to share time, kinship and meals more than any other
holiday. Going to Grandmas house as a child and being
inundated with the sights, smells, sounds and the festive
feelings are deeply ingrained into my memory. It is funny
how a certain smell or seeing an item can bring my mind
right back to that time and place.

I sat in my living room this morning W’

ey ___I__

looking at a glass chicken dish, yes
one of those, on the end table. I was
transported back to my Grandmothers
house where she had one in the china
cabinet. We have two of them that my
wife’s mother has given her and she
has one that her mother gave to her. I
have seen these two piece glass dishes
at many yard sales and curio shops. So
it got me thinking, what is the story of these chicken dishes.
Why are they so popular? What is their history?

Known as nesting hen dishes, they are made up of an
oval bowl (the nest) and a lid (fashioned as a hen). As early
as the 1700s the Staffordshire pottery company began
making animals in nest items from porcelain. Heavily

i

influenced by such items being made in China the English
made items gained popularity in the Victorian era in
England. It was very expensive to buy one of these dishes
and even more so to import them to America. In the late
19th century glass factories in the U.S. began making glass
versions of these items, primarily hens. I surmise that a hen
was chosen because the shape of a chicken made it easy

to pick up the lid by the narrow head or flat tail as well as
being a very recognizable animal. The shape of a roosting
hen also would make it wide enough to create a bowl shaped
nest. They were made using a pressed glass method which
was a fast and cheap way to manufacture them. This method
takes molten glass and presses it in a mold to create a shape.
There was a very large color palette and various types

of glass used to produce these dishes. Milk glass, green,
brown and clear were popular color choices. They ranged

in size from less than 2” to 8” in length and had varied
widths and depths. The smaller one could be used to store
salt or spices and the larger ones for candy, trinkets or just
decoration. Interestingly between 1890-1910 they gained
notoriety when they were used to package condiments,
mainly mustard. In 1930 the Westmore glass company gave
the chicken dish the official name of Hen on Nest, which is
known to collectors today as HON.

Today there are books written about them, Facebook
and Pinterest pages and websites devoted to them as well
as many forums. They are collected by some very serious
collectors and enjoyed by many who just love having them
around. There are a few companies that still produce these
today although the large companies that made them years
ago no longer do. You can buy a previously loved hen on
nest at a yard sale, curio or antique store. Of course you can
buy a new or used one on the Internet. Better yet, have one
passed down to you.

So is the history of the Hen on Nest dish. It has resided
in kitchens, china cabinets or shelves across the world for a
few hundred years. Whether it is a fine porcelain specimen
from China or England handed down for generations or a
pressed glass one made 100 years ago or 100 days ago it
can be part of our history. As I have said before, history
doesn’t need to be an earth shattering event or a person who
has changed the world. History is our story. The traditions,
people, places and things from your past that stir your
memories is your history.

— T
——

Town of Greenfield Historical Society Golf Cart with
JoAnn Rowland at the Fall Festival [with Molly & Piper Kloss]

Town of Greenﬁgld Fall Festival October 20, 2024

oY

Porter Corners 4-H Melody Workers Golf Cart with
Joan Rowland at the Fall Festival [with Piper & Molly Kloss]
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OCTOBER 15, 2024, PROGRAM

Corinth Historian, Rachel
Clothier, talking about “Local
Agricultural History”

October refreshments:
Chocolate Spider Mayonnaise
Cake and Apple Cake

Program for November 19, 2024
Video of Rachel Clothier’s Cemetery Tour

Corinth Historian, Rachel Clothier’s Corinth Cemetery Tour
that she did a few weeks ago

TwO REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION

Christine Skrha is looking for information about
her great grandfather’s farm [Paul Vana (Vanna)] at 70
Daketown Road, including size and what type of farm
it was. Paul (wife Suzanne) owned the farm around
1910/1920s until his death in 1946. After his death, the
Cochran family bought the farm but only lived there a few
years and then it was sold to Percy Dake. The family is
buried in Middle Grove Cemetery. She is also looking for
any information about Emily and Emil Chladnickek and a
person named Henry, who was called Hank and had only
one arm. They went to the Daketown school together.

Justin Nichols is looking for information about the
Braim, Sesselman, Ebert and Flaetgen families. He is a
descendant of these families and is looking for any stories
or information.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Holiday Party Open House and Cookie Exchange
at the IOOF Hall / Chatfield Museum
Sunday, Dec. 15,2024 — 1 to 4 p.m.

This year’s theme will be “Greeting Cards.” Please bring cookies/desserts to share.
Hot weasel will be provided.

Saratoga County NY Government
October 15,2024
Coliadaland | Y O _,__." Tl i A

The Saratoga County Board of Supervisors held its
monthly Honor Deceased Veterans Ceremony, paying
tribute to the life and service of Arthur William “Bill”
Wilsey of the Town of Greenfield.

Arthur William “Bill” Wilsey, born on September 28,
1925, in Gloversville, NY, served in the U.S. Army from
1943 to 1946 with Company F, 291st Infantry Regiment,
75th Infantry Division. Bill fought in the Ardennes,
Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns, notably
fighting in the Battle of the Bulge. He received the
European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal and
the World War II Victory Medal before being discharged as
a Private First Class. After his service, Bill attended SUNY
Cobleskill, married Joy, and raised three children, Claudia,
David and Patricia. Bill enjoyed farming on his land,
that he inherited from his grandfather former Supervisor
William G. Wilsey. He was active in community
organizations and worked at the Saratoga Bottling Plant
before retiring from the NYSDOT in 1982. Bill passed
away on Dec. 11,2012.

The Saratoga County Board of Supervisors holds
the Honor Deceased Veterans Ceremony each month
to recognize a veteran from the County. The event is
coordinated by the Saratoga County Veterans Service
Agency and attended by county, state, and federal elected
officials, as well as the public and family of the veteran
being honored.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
o
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SARATOGA CORINTH &
HUDSON RAILWAY

Friends of the Hudson River Mill Museum

Today we had a track inspection with NYS
Department of Transportation. We made a quick stop at
Kings Station to check out the “Hobo Hut” we recently
were told about! Within a few minutes we found the
remains of an old caboose marker lamp! Not much left but
super cool to find!!! Apparently hobos would walk up this
trail and had a small cabin in the ground with a caboose
stove to stay warm while waiting for the next train to
catch a ride!

Remains of caboose marker lamp found at the
“Hobo Hut” at Kings Station

RECYCLE BOXx

GREENFIELD Li1oNs CLUB

The Greenfield Lions Club
has a recycle box in the entry
way of the Town’s Community
Center. (Box is on right between
entry doors). What can you leave
in this box? All things plastic.
Store plastic bags, ice bags
(dried), reclosable bags, cereal
box liners, bread bags, newspaper
sleeves, dry cleaning bags, bubble wrap, and plastic
e-commerce mailers. All items must be clean and dry.
Later we will see a bench made from the recycled plastics.

BOOKS FOR SALE

We have three books for sale: Saratoga County Storzes
($18), More Saratoga County Stories ($20), and Follow My
Moccasin’s Tracks by Ira Gray ($15.95). Pick your copy up
at the next meeting or order from the Town of Greenfield
Historical Society, PO Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY
12833, with an additional $5.00 postage and handling.

T-Shlrts for Sale

. Our T-shirts are still
~ available for purchase. Front
* has a left chest logo. Back
of shirt has a Caboose Day
advertisement which was
designed by Conductor
Carey Ward of the Saratoga
" Corinth & Hudson Railway.
i Shirts are available for
purchase for $20 each. Sizes
still available are Small, Medium, Large, and X Large shirts.
If you need to have your shirt mailed to you, please send
a check to our PO Box 502, Greenfield Center NY 12833.
Please indicate size and include an additional $8 for postage
and handling. $28 total.

A I, The Town of Greenfield Historical Society
< \ invites you to:

Books Are Available

Tuesday, November 19, 2024
6:30 Pm
Before our Town of Greenfield
Historial Society’s Monthly Meeting at

Community Center
25 Wilton Road
Greenfield Center, NY

Or
at the Town Hall during
regular business hours

$20 (cash)

If you want it mailed, it is an extra $6 for
postage. Send payment to TOGHS, PO Box
502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833.

Some of your fellow firefighters were interviewed for this book.
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RON FEULNER’S “GREENFIELD HISTORY” BOOK RELEASE PARTY
AT THE MUSEUM — OCTOBER 15, 2024

AEER
_!‘_F_‘\ m_rai LL

Historian Duane Cornell, Treasurer JoAnn Rowland
and President Joan Rowland

Visitors and displays at the * Greenﬁeld History”
book release party

Photo of Middle Grove Firehouse and Trucks

New items donated to museum by Kathy Ryfa Fire Company Memorabilia
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL AVAILABLE ONLINE

Become a member of The Town of Greenfield Historical Society and receive our newsletter. Our membership
year begins June 1 and ends May 31, dues are paid annually. Send $10 per household (or $100 for Lifetime
Membership) along with your name and address to the address shown below. If you send more than $10 for
your household, the balance will be considered a donation. You also may join at one of our meetings. Send this
application form and fee to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833.
Make checks payable to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society. YOU CAN PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE AT
OUR WEBSITE! www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com. Email toghistsoc@gmail.com for more information.

Click on “‘Store,” “Membership” then click either “Annual Membership — Household” or ‘“Lifetime Membership.”

Please Print — Please indicate how many persons 10-years-old or older are in your household). O New O Renewal
Name O I am interested in volunteering.
Address
Email Phone number

Areas of interest to you

To sponsor a newsletter send $50 along with your name and address and the wording describing whom you would like it dedicated to.

If you know someone whom you think might want to become a member, send us their name and address, and we will send them a
copy of our newsletter along with information on how they can join.

Name
Address

If you’d like to dedicate and/or sponsor a newsletter, send $50 to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502,
Greenfield Center, NY 12833, include your name, address and the wording describing who you would like it dedicated to
and/or sponsored by. Please send articles and/or photos to: JJones18215@roadrunner.com.

The Town of Greenfield

)\ Historical Society

] P.O.Box 502

Greenfield Center, NY 12833




