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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 – Meeting 7 p.m. at the 
Greenfield Community Center, 25 Wilton Road, 
Greenfield Center, NY 12831. Program: 
“Brookside Museum celebrates 50 years” 

Tuesday, February 18, 2025 – Meeting at 7 p.m.  at 
the Greenfield Community Center.  

 Program:  To be announced. 
Tuesday, March 18, 2025 – Meeting at 7 p.m.  at the 

Greenfield Community Center. Program:  
America 250: The Ballston Connection, by 

 Rick Reynolds. 
Everyone is welcome, admission is free, and you 

don’t have to be a member to attend. 
Our Membership year is June 1 thru May 
31. Dues is paid annually. ($10 per year or 
$100 for Lifetime. 

Newest Life Members – 
Laura and John Miller 

Lifetime Members 
Vince Walsh and family would like to “Renew their Life 
Membership.” Vince requests that a challenge be 
issued to other lifer’s to do the same. Renew your 
Life Membership Today. 

 
Thanks to everyone that brought cookies and desserts to 

share at our Holiday Party. January Refreshments 
volunteers are JoAnn Rowland and Patti Veitch. 

 
 

Meetings Cancellations: 
If schools are closed due to the weather, our 
meeting will be canceled. A message also will be 
posted on our website and on our Facebook page 

 

Joan’s Jabbering – January 2025 
By Joan E. Rowland, President 

 
 On December 30th, we set a new high daytime 
temperature record of 58 degrees but then 3 days later 
we were back in the zero range at night. Wonder why 
people are sick? As I write this, we are having lake effect 
snow and will be for another couple days. What coat do 
you wear? My car now has a couple extra sweatshirts 
being dragged around, in case I picked the wrong coat and 
need to layer. 

  Our Holiday Open House was held Sunday Dec 15th. We 
had 14 attend. Some had never been to the museum. We 
also had two young visitors who were very interested in 
the Hair Wreath upstairs. (see photo included).  Thank you 
to our Elves who decorated for Holiday Party: Paula 
Shappy, Kathy Mensinger and Robert Roeckle.  The 
dessert table was filled with many cookies, such as; ginger 
cookies made with her mom’s recipe, oatmeal lace, 
oatmeal lace with raisins, eggnog logs, chocolate chip 
cookies, gingerbread men, short bread, handmade 
assorted candies (yes, all dipped in chocolate), snow ball 
cookies and of course the famous Wassel (recipe handed 
down to us by our Aunt Dot Rowland) or water to go with 
the celebration.  Thanks to all who came and brought 
cookies or picked up a variety and took some home (for a 
donation, of course). 
 Sad news this month is that Harold Jones passed away. 
He was a lifetime member as well as on the board and 
chairman of maintenance for many years. He was  
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Ron Feulner’s right hand man during the creation of the 
museum. Together they had big ideas and could figure it out 
to make anything happen. Last I saw him was at Caboose Day 
2023 where he had ridden the train in from Corinth with his 
great-grandson.  They went into the caboose and train station 
and the little one looked at every inch of both buildings. 
Harold would help anyone in need. He will be greatly missed. 

  We do have good news – the Alfred Z. Solomon 
Charitable Trust Grants have been announced. Victoria 
Garlanda, Co-Trustee was at our open house and 
announced that we should check our PO Box in the next 
couple days.  We received a check for $10,000 toward the 
repairs/improvements of the 1830’s Carriage Barn.  Thank 
you to the trust and to Robert Roeckle for all his hard work 
applying for this grant.  

  Please see our Goal Chart for funds being grown for 
the Carriage Barn.  We are now on GoFundMe and will be 
looking for additional donations and grants to be able to 
complete this project within this 2025 year.  If you have any 
leads for grants, please drop us the details. Thanks to Paula 
Shappy for a suggestion of a Goal Chart (not exactly her 
detailed suggestion) but check out our Goal Chart included.  

  Hope to see you at our January Meeting, Tuesday Jan 
21. Watch the weather. We stay home if it’s snow, sleet, 
freezing rain or school is closed due to weather.  

 
Editor’s Note: In the article on the Alpine Meadows Ski 
Center, I neglected to add the author, it was written by 
Duane Cornell, Historian 

 
The Town of Greenfield Historical Society invites you 
to purchase a “Greenfield History”  book written by 
the late Ron Feulner: 

Books Are Available for $20 (cash) 
At our Town of Greenfield 

Historical Society’s Monthly 
Meeting 

At Community Center 
25 Wilton Road  

Greenfield Center NY 
Or  

At the Town Hall during regular 
business hours  

  Or By mail by sending a check to our PO Box 
with an additional $6 postage 

Sunday Dec 15, 2024 - Holiday Open House 
 

    



Town of Greenfield Historical Society Newsletter – January 2025                                                                   3 

Darrow Ski Tow 
By Duane Cornell, Historian 

 To follow last month’s story about ski centers in the 
town of Greenfield we look at Darrow’s Ski Tow. It was 
built in the late 1930s on the land of the Darrow farm and 
operated into the 1960s. 
 
   The Darrow family came to Greenfield in the late 1790s 
and established as many as three farms in the town. The 
following generations were very industrious farmers and 
were highly regarded in the community. There are 
members of this families eighth generation that still call 
Greenfield home. 
 

   The ski area at Darrow’s farm was located on the west 
side of Locust Grove Rd in the area where Maddy Grove 
Rd is today. It was a gentle 500-foot-long slope with a 90 
foot vertical drop. In the beginning you had to walk up the 
hill and ski down, but a rope tow powered by an old truck 
was soon installed. An article in the November 19, 1936, 
Saratogian stated that the Saratoga Ski Club would put up 
lights at Darrow’s hill "if sufficient funds can be raised." 
Lights were soon installed and over the years 
improvements were made including a warming hut and a 
snack shack. The Saratogian in 1952 describes Darrow’s as 
being"1500 foot long and 1000 foot wide with a fairly 
uniform pitch." Being a gentle slope and so open made it 
a perfect place to learn how to ski. Ed Taylor, who owned 
a ski shop in Saratoga Springs, gave lessons to many of the 
local youth and adults alike. Skidmore College used the ski 
hill for its programs as well as various ski clubs and it was 
open to the public. 
 
   Darrow’s was operated by various people over the years. 
It was first operated by Ed Taylor, who was credited with 
opening the ski area as well as the defunct ski area at 
Sistos' farm a few years earlier. Tom Horton took it over in 
the 1940s and brought on Larry Mahar to help manage it. 
In the mid-1950s it was sold to Ron Strader and Ray 
Bennett. I do not believe the land was sold, just the 
business interests. Skidmore College showed an interest in 
running the ski area in the 1960s for its students and ski 
program and ran it for a while. As with the demise of 
Sisto’s ski tow, a disagreement over the land lease put an 
end to Darrow’s as well. Skidmore took the equipment to 
a large hill over by the new campus and set up a ski area 
there for its use. It only lasted a short while there and it 
too closed down.  Next Month we will five into the history   

    Next month we will delve into the history of Alpine 
Meadows. 

 

Harold Earl Jones 
PORTER CORNERS – Harold E. 
Jones, 81, of Holmes Road, 
passed away Sunday, Dec. 8, 
2024 at his home surrounded by 
his loving family.    Born on Nov. 

7, 1943 in Saratoga Springs, he was the son of the late 
Earl and Margie (Atwell) Jones.    When Harold’s father 
returned from Germany, the family grew when Nancy 
Homiak was born, and she married John. Nancy and 
John had sons, Daryl and Keith, and then eventually a 
granddaughter, Hayden. Then Phil was born and married 
Marjorie. They raised sons, Casey, Dennis (Nicol), and 
Michael, and their children, Koda, Sedona, Quinn, Emily, 
Amelia, Alivia, and Jenna. Soon after, Janet was born, 
and along with Brian Nicol, they cherished their many 
“borrowed” children. 

   In his teen years, Harold worked for area farmers, 
including his grandfather, Roy Atwell (Margaret), and 
then worked at Vin Smero’s Garage in Greenfield. 
   He graduated from Saratoga High School in 1960, and 
for a period of time, worked at General Electric as a 
machinist. He then graduated from DeVry Technical 
Institute in Chicago with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
1966. Following his graduation, he started his career as 
an Instrument and Electric Control Manager at the 
International Paper Co. in Corinth, becoming 
Maintenance Superintendent Environmental Manager, 
then onto Training Manager. 
   In 1969, his daughter Jennifer Lou was born to Audre  
(Perrotte) and Harold, whose grandparents were Margie 
and Earl Jones and Ruth and Armand Perrotte. She spent 
many years being loved by her grandparents. Jennifer 
married Richard Walker in 2017, and the couple reside in 
Cary, NC. They are the love of each other’s lives and their 
dog, Fin. 
   In 1983, Harold was born again by The Spirit of God 
when he accepted Jesus into his heart. He then 
completed his course at Cornerstone Bible School at 
Coraopolis, PA and later attended classes at Pine Crest 
Bible School in Dolgeville, NY.     
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Harold E. Jones (continued) 
In 2005, he married Annette Thompson, and his family 

multiplied with three stepdaughters, Rebecca Brown 
(Zane), Jennifer Emery, and Lori Baker (Greg) and their 
children, Zane C., Kayla, Brittany (Armand), Quinton (Erin), 
Brooke (Dylan), Morgan, and Kelsey; along with 
grandchildren, Spencer and Skylar. 

Harold and Annette were married 19 years and enjoyed 
traveling, dancing, and reading The Holy Bible. They loved 
each other to the fullest and always put Jesus first in their 
lives.     

 
He also served for many years on the Hudson River 
Community Credit Union Board of Directors.    
  A Celebration of Harold’s life will be held at 11 am, 
Saturday,  
Dec. 21, 2024 at the Full Gospel Assembly Church, 20 Stark 
Road, Corinth with Pastor Thomas Switala, officiating and 
Pastor Bryan Bartow, assisting. 
   Friends may call from 10-11 am, Saturday, at the church, 
prior to the service. 
   Following the service, friends and family are welcome to 
stay and share fellowship at a reception, also at the church.    
A private committal service will be held in the spring at 
Maplewood Cemetery, South Corinth. 
   The family wishes to thank the staff at Community 
Hospice of Saratoga and our many friends and family for 
your prayers and support during Harold’s illness. 
   The family suggests that in lieu of flowers, donations in  
Harold’s memory be made to Full Gospel Assembly, 20 
Stark Road, Corinth, NY 12822, or Spirit of Life Community 
Church, 10 Chapman Street, Porter Corners, NY 12859. 
   Arrangements are under the direction of the Densmore 
Funeral Home, Inc., 7 Sherman Ave., Corinth, NY. 

Information received about the Sheep Dip: 
 
I received a phone call from Dorothy Ormsbee from 
Porter Corners: She remembers going to the Vanna 
Farm and swimming at the Sheep Dip. She thinks 
that Henry Dejnozka was the one-armed boy that 
drowned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life Along the Kaydeross 
  Recently John Greenwood and Dave Waite began making 
plans to record the memories and experiences along the 
Kayaderosseras Creek in the town of Greenfield. The 
name of this project is: Life on the Kaydeross: In the 
words of those who live, work, and play along the creek.  
 
While the true name for this creek is the Iroquois 
Kaydcrossras, or the more common spelling 
Kayaderosseras, the locals often say Kaydeross, and for 
this visit to the creek and its inhabitants, we leave it up to 
our speakers to use the name they are most comfortable 
with.  John and Dave are asking for volunteers to share 
their stories to be recorded on video or audio narrative 
that will be used in the future both as an oral history as 
well as a presentation to be shared with the Greenfield 
community and beyond. 

  To discuss participating in this exciting project, please 
contact: Dave Waite: davewaitefinearts@gmail.com or  
John Greenwood: jgreenwood3@nycap.rr.com) 

Program for our next meeting: 
50 years ago, a dedicated group of local 
individuals opened the doors to Brookside 
Museum, in Ballston Spa NY. For half a century 
the museum has been dedicated to the mission 
of bettering Saratoga County and preserving its 
history, an endeavor made possible through 
perseverance, passion, and the steadfast 
support of our local and county community.  

In November of 2024, Saratoga County History 
Center celebrated this milestone with the video 
“Bringing History to Life: Fifty Years of Brookside 
Museum,” which presents the story of the 
Museum through the words of those who have 
been involved both since the beginning and into 
today.  

David Waite will be showing this twenty-five-
minute video at our meeting on Tuesday, 
January 21st, so please make sure to mark your 
calendar. We look forward to seeing you there.    

mailto:jgreenwood3@nycap.rr.com
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1830’s Carriage Barn –  
Goal Chart  
Established fund to raise $72,000 
 

 
 
0  $10,000  $20,000   $30,000   $40,000   $50,000 600,000 $70,000  GOAL 
Currently at $20,000 

 

As you know, we are in need of some maintenance 
for the Carriage Barn. Attached you will find our 
schedule we have set up to complete this project in 
this calendar year. 

What can you do to help?  Donations are always 
accepted. Please send a check to our PO Box 502 
Greenfield Center NY 12833 or deliver it to our next 
business meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop us a note for contractor suggestions. 

Keep in touch with us to help clean out the building 
for renovations. Will need manual labor/manpower.    
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Membership Application/Renewal Available online or by US Mail 

Become a member of The Town of Greenfield Historical Society and receive our newsletter. Our membership year begins June 1 and ends 
May 31, dues are paid annually. Send $10 per household (or $100 for Lifetime Membership) along with your name and address to the 

address shown below. If you send more than $10 for your household, the balance will be considered a donation. You also may join at one 
of our meetings. Send this application form and fee to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, Greenfield Center, NY 12833. 

Make checks payable to: The Town of Greenfield Historical Society. YOU CAN PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE AT OUR WEBSITE! 
www.GreenfieldHistoricalSociety.com. Email toghistsoc@gmail.com for more information. Click on “Store,” “Membership” then click 

either “Annual Membership – Household” or “Lifetime Membership.” 

Please Print – Please indicate how many persons 10-years-old or older are in your household). ______   New   Renewal  
Name ____________________________________________________________  I am interested in volunteering.   

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Email ________________________________________________________Phone number______________________________  
Areas  of interest to you ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

To sponsor a newsletter send $50 along with your name and address and the wording describing whom you would like it 
dedicated to.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 If you know someone whom you think might want to become a member, send us their name and address, and we will send them a copy of our newsletter along 
with information on how they can join. 
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you’d like to dedicate and/or sponsor a newsletter, send $50 to The Town of Greenfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 502, 
Greenfield Center, NY 12833, include your name, address and the wording describing who you would like it dedicated to  
and/or sponsored by. Please send articles and/or photos to: JJones18215@roadrunner.com._  

mailto:JJones18215@roadrunner.com._
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